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Foreword

Kaossuth Lapos—Hungarian freedom fighter, democratic visionary, “the
Creorge Washington of Hungary™—is the preeminent symbol of demos
racy, representative povernment, and natonal independence for the Hun-
BTN [ |'|1|l.' His democratic ideals, hased on si |JI.E:|- of the American e
tem of povermment, demonstrate how for our nebion's democratic values
reached beyond our borders, Dhuring the middie of the 1%h century, Kas
suth came o svmbolize these values 1o the people of the United States, as
well as to the people of F'lll':||'l|.' As an official AUest o oLt government
for spe months in 1851-1852, Kossuth was the [irst non-American in our
pations history after the Marguis de Lafavette (o have the honor of ad

dressing the Senate and the Houwse of Representatives

Placing a bust of this Father of Hungarian Democracy in the United
States Capitol is dn appropriate recognition of Kossuth's association with
the history of our nation more than & century ago, Al the same time, it iz
also a maost timely and Giting gesture marking the hstone victory ol free-
dim and democracy in Central and Eastern Eurape, which we have wit
ﬂL"'h"hI.:I.E ||| recent ":I"lll‘":i_

E.ossuth™ visit to the United States im 1851 immediately imvolved him in
critical foreign and domestc pohcy ssues [acing the American people.
LS. involvement in the struggle for democracy and independence in Eo
rope was the first of these questions. Many American leaders favored our
active participation and suppont for that struggle, while others strongly
opposcd any involvement beyond our borders. By lns very presence in the
United Siates, Kossuth—ithe leader of the best known revolution TERTTES
absolutism, monarchy, and repression of the mid-19th century—saave pow-
eriul support to those who favored American involvement in the inferna
tronal fight for freedom and democracy. Our nation continoes to face this
question today, and it is no less comtroversial, As we see the dramatis
changes taking place in Central and Eastern Europe and in the Soviel
Union, we must decide how great a role our nation will play in fostenng
freedom, democricy, and economic opportunity in these countrics

Simshingion Ihe decision by the ( omgress to aecept thes bust of Kossuth for P

wears, in exike. 1L s on display n the

Ol poriralt ol Lajos Kessuth in s iak
ofiice of Gongresaman Tom Laniod 0 Cafifcemiin

nent placement in our nation’s Capitol s symbolically and historically sig
nificant, The date of our dedication ceremony m the Greal Rolunda o
the Capitol was March 15—the Hungarian national day, which this Ve



marked the 142nd anniversary of Hungary's assertion of independence
from Austria in 1848, an cvent in which Kossuth played a key role.

Owur action reaffirms the sirong ties that bind the United Siates and
Hungary. Kossuth's visit here a century and a half ago established an
emotional bond between our wo peoples, which has been strengthened
through the intervening years with the armival in Amenica of hundreds of
thousands of Hunganans who sought [reedom and ppportunity in this
great land, Chur ceremony pays tribule 1o those long ties of friendship,
which we hope will grow sIrORger as Hungary returmns Lo its historic,
demuocratic roots with the elcction of a representative povernment in the
first free clections in over four decades.

But placing this hust of Kossuth in our Capitol has a much broader sig-
nificance. It is a timely tribute Lo the historic changes currently {rans{orm-
ing Eastern and Central Europe, The emotional outpouring that all of us
r:;p:rienn:d at this ceremony was the recognition that we were wilfesses
of (hese truly historic evenis, The years 1989-1990 will go down in our his-
tory with dates like 1776 and 1492, These are pivotal years—hinges of his-
tory. While the link with the past remains, history is swinging in new direc-
lions, toward democracy and freedom, toward courage and decency.

This ceremony wias an opportunity [or the one thousand of us present
to join in a public ritual reaffirming the validity of those great ideals of
freadom, justice, liberty, and demoeracy upon which the United States of
America was founded, which were exemplified by Kossuth in his struggle
for Hungarian democracy in |R4%-1849, and which we are now wilness-
ing as freedom and democracy trivmph throughout Central and Eastern
Europe.

Our ceremony in the Capitol Rotunda occurred just a few days hefore
the firet free elections in Hungary in atmost hall o century. Acting Presi-
dent of Hungary, Dr. Matyas Giiriis, who was present al our ceremony,
wis a key participant in setting up the conditions which permiticd those
froe elections.

in East Germany, the collapse of the Berlin Wall was leading 1o free
elections and the reunification of the German people, and in Bulgara the
first democratic eleglions since Warld War 11 were taking place. In Crecho-
slovakia, the “Velvet Revolution” had overthrown the discredited commu-
nist government, and vaclav Hivel had just been named President of the
country; he had spoken to @ joint session of the United States Congress
less than a month before the Kossuth ceremony. In Poland, the first non-
communist government in Gver half a century wiks trunsforming the eco-
nomic and social system of the country. Lech Walesa, leader of the Polish
Golidarity trade union movement, like President Hével, also addressed 2
joint meeting of the United States Congress just a fow months earlier.

In Romania the diseredited totalitarian dictatorship of Micolae

Ceausesou was overthrown in @ violent, bloody revolution. The hero who

sparked that revolution was the Right Reverend Laszlo Tokés, an ethni
Hlu ngarian human rights leader from the Transylvanian area of Ro By
Bishop Tokés _mﬂde his first speech to Members of the Llnm:dlg?-m?-
Congress al this ceremony honoring Kossuth, The standing Lwatiu:l;:
rg.;_'.erl.lcd_'u.'ui a spontaneous, emotional acknowledgement that this m
of integrity perpetuates the democratic ideals Kossuth exem IiF|:|:]|] i
tury and a half earlier. The line of courage and cnmm:il.m::nlr:u :.I!LL- :lccr!l-
of freedom and democracy runs direcily from Kossuth, the TIEI:E;::‘ :
ﬁl;ju:r of 1848, 10 Tikés, the freedom fighter of 19859, Th.u presence “':_
Bishop 'Ijn_};.fs al our ccremony emphasized 1o all of us the role that : uh
men of vision and.ideals play in changing the history of Eastern and Cuf
tral Eun::npe., and indeed, the whole world. - R
The sl_qmt_‘ucunm: of the placement of the Kossuth bust and the re
phasis on his role in the 18481844 Revalution highlighted one ;;r:trl::
T:dsléﬁf,?;r:a;:,ﬂﬁ ablgﬂul tl;ese events taking place throughout Central
: E . Kossuth was a consistent and ou i '
EL;IE gﬁ?smy of cooperation among the peoples of LI:?E';;ILI:: E:;:
gt il el e R ke
3 nge which we wi i 1
xer the [I::Tsl ycar—:v:ms_in OneE mEnlr_'.r prﬂdumcit:!-:sﬁ:; Ejl::::l:tl'ﬁ.‘l?:
ch:ﬁﬂmil_:ndt;wiupmenﬁ in one area amplified and reinforced pusiiiw;
Funas -ET_:'-'.lEttﬁ-. Like ripples on a pond, the effects of these
hanges have radiated out to other regions of the world and have emph
sazr'i that H'IF fate of all mankind is often dramatically inler:wimdbmp i
pl“:;:l;:l I:-:;: lo pay tribute 10 many people and nrganiza.llnlns who
. T bk e fis 16 ot e he' Atk Flspiias Fidoea
- : ke fir: e merican Hu jan F
tmr;;. w}i::;:h mmmr?ﬁmncd this remarkable ikeness of lhen?:[:llse? ;[EdHEl;l
E‘.“il; w:'lf.g Eﬂiﬂl;r:: :..I:; Ll:ludl:l:st-::ifhﬂflhc Federation initially approached
X ; 3 Wi cir generous proposal o present |
the American people for ::r]nr.:!m::m :illgthl:! N Tk 1o At
FEEN Eni and determined efforis, we qumﬁigliﬁlhurzrﬁ:réiiﬁ“iﬁ;:;h
Senstor Claibosns Pl the distinguishee, Chairman of he Toint Comanit
tee on the Library at l.bl-: time. ECII'I'I;TL'-I:.'-IJ: 1.h:::r:;::t;{f:?: J“”:“ Cﬂmﬂ}ﬂ-
L : ecuring the for-
E;:cri:::n:ﬁaﬂ: Eardplammcnt of the hust in the Capitol. The rEg:st:Elrn
e Rr_m.mdauc;: hm hald the formal presentation ceremony in the
e of the Capitol was cosponsored in the House by my dis-
s hr;a!i_]un an thr:.Pnn::ign Adfairs Committee, William 5.
b Eﬂnmﬁm: I;g:m, and in th_e Senate it was introduced by Senator
o n .:rank. Annl.%n:un, the Chairman of the Joint Commit-
e e 5; :r_'|r in this session of Congress, was instrumental in ap-
R 08 iy arrangements for the ceremony and placement of the
most grateful for many other of my colleagues who played

X



i ing the
supporting roles, in adopting the necessary legislation and completing

procedural n.lctail.-'-.l
Many helped with b
prepared much of the histo

the preparation of this volume. Dr. Elemer B-l:kn
rical background and the chronologies of usd
1 i re
suth’s life. My Administrative Assistant, Dr.d Rmeﬂﬁﬁg Eé:u‘iiﬂiﬁinks
historical materials and assisted 10 SURS: & :
ﬂmﬂgﬂaufﬁ Dlr Duane Mystrom of the staff of the Joint Committee on
alstn goes 3 3
PF;EL'EME. individuals who participated in the Rotunda :n:emgn} ui:::ld;]r:‘
|huirlrilﬂ.j-|:-55u'lh events in connection with this ceremony. T‘hl_:selmd;; h:r.e.
':re recognized in my remarks at the ceremony, which are inclu

; here. .
after, and | will not repeat the names cat deal of time and effort in

ors of my staff spent & gr .
.Scﬁfgm:ﬁ:mhh Thn.qe n:::.runtﬁ. None worked harder or longer ai_.n:\'g;
'I:;;gurgt.hu way than D Kay Atkinson King. and 1 wanl 10 TECOEmAC

[ ibution i ing for the accept-

i her invaluable contribution in arrang _ t
lTESEI‘HE:: I-L;I-nssulh hust, the Rotunda ceremony, the preparation of this
=l . - H n :
volume and other activitics In connection with these JI:-vcnu e

Finally, I want to pay special tribute 10 the cnmm;asmha_n o

1y Wi i dership for this p
: wife, Annette, who provided lea : .

begl uji:‘h: ln:mfn. Thanks principally 1o her e({urts, v«elhmu:t n:ahlrl.:::-;]l1 :h:f
E‘:E;?n -l:n-fghin'ing Kossuth Lajos appropriately immortalized in the ha
the United States Capitol.

N 2rE)

miner of Congress from California,
He Sprinp L),
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Lajos Kossuth, 1802-189%4

Lajos Kossuth, the Hungarian political reformer and leader of the
184581349 revaolution for Hungarnan independence, was one of the greatesl
statesmen and orators of the mid-19th century. He was a prominent figure,
well known in the United States and Europe for his leadership of the
democratic forces who sought Hungarian independence from Ausirian
domination, During his triumphal tour of the United States in 1851-1852,
American journalist Horace Greeley said of Kossuth: “Among the orators,
patriots, statesmen, exiles, ke has, living or dead, no superior,™

Kozsuth was born in Monok, in northeastern Hungary in the year
I802. At that time Hungary was a part of the Austrian Empire ruled by
the Habsburg Dynasty, Kossuth was born in modest circumstances, al-
though his father was a member of the gentry. Young Lajos, following his
fathers profession, became an attorney and began his carcer as an agent
for a local wealthy noblewoman.

In 1832 he was designated a substitute 1o represent & local noble in the
Hungarian Diet (national parhament) in Pozsony (now Bratislava, Ceech-
oslovakia), Kossuth, a prolific writer and editor, produced a record of the
Diets proceedings as well as other newspapers and journals. His advocacy
of political reform and national independence resulted in his imprison-
ment for three years by the Austrian government, Dunng his confine-
ment, he taught himself English by studying the Bible and Shakespeare.

Im 1847 Kossuth was clected 1o the Diet as a representative of the
county of Pest, which included the cities of Buda and Pest, He became
the leader of the opposition Reform Party, which was urging an extensive
program of political and socal reforms, The outhreak of the 1848 revolu-
tion in Paris in February gave the Hungarian reform movement new im-
petus, On March 3. in a powerful speech to the Diet, Kossuth demanded
the removal of the dead hand of Austrian absolutism as the only way to
protect the liberties of the Hungarian and other peoples of the monarchy,
The outbreak of a popular uprising in Vienna on March 13 gave the Hun-
garian reformers new resolve o implement their goals. In another mas-
terful address to the Diet on March 14, Kossuth voiced the popular de-
mands that the Austrian government be replaced by a new Hungaran
government responsible to elected Hungarian representatives, and that
liberal political and social reforms, similar to those being introduced in
ather paris of Europe at the time, be implemented throughout Austria.

Kiii



On March 15, in response to events taking place in the Diet at Pozsony
{Bratislava) and elsewhere throughout Europe, H_ungﬂ rians in the city of
Pest staged @ massive peaceful uprising demanding their independence
from Austria. In recognition of the importance of these cvents, March :I_:i
subsequently hecame the Hungarian national day. On that same day in
Vienna, Kossuth joined the Hungarian parliamentary d:lugaulnn to Wi
enna, which presented the demands of the Diet to the Austrian court.
The proposals gave Hungary virtual independence from Austria by sev-
ering all ties, except for the personal union of the Habsburg Emperor,
who was also the King of Hungary. . _

The Hungarian demands were prompily accepicd by the panic-stricken
court in Yienna. Emperor Ferdinand | [(King Fen:lina.m:l_ v of Hungary)
appointed a new Hungarian government led by Count Lajos Batthyiny as
Prime Minister. When the new ministers took office on March 17, Kossuth
was sworn in as minister of finance. A principal area of :Iisagruenl:em 1-_ru:-
iween Austria and the new Hungarian government involved Im_ur_n:l.a]
matters. and Kossuth was soon at loggerheads with the Finance Minksiry
in Vienna, Although his confrontations with Vienna were a SOLFCE “_[
great concern (o the other members of the Batthydny cabinet, Kossuth's
great popularity among the Hungarian people was one "".'- tht. greatest as-
sets of the government, and they could not afford to dismiss him.

The new povernmient developed a set of re_fnrm _Iu'.:rs. known latelr as
the =April laws” or the *1848 legislation,” which eliminated the vestiges
of feudalism and transformed Hungary into & modern u:t‘elmnc_rslrc state.
The reform program, however, failed to deal with two critical issucs—the
relationship of Hungary to Austria and the rights and role of the non-
Hungarian ethnic population in Hungary. The plan was 10 resolve these
two issues later through further negotiations, hut the fatlure Lo resolve
the first intensified the confrontation with Austrian authorities, and Im_l-
ure to resolve the second led 1o national discontent among non-Hungari-
ans and resulted in a serious weakening of the government, _

In July Kossuth played a major role in the final break with Austria, He
convinced the Diet to link the shipment of 20,000 Hunganan troops Lo
imperial territories in ltaly under Austrian command with political de-
mands for Hungary, Vienna found this demand unacn:pulihlu. {JJ_-J _lhm
same oceasion, Kossuth urged the Diet o mobilize @ national military
force of 200,000 to defend Hungary against the hostility of Croat and

Serb populations, which were being manipulated by Austria against the
Batthyiny government. _

Ear}lli:r}émp-r:mr Ferdinand had appointed Baron Joseph Jellatic as
the Ban (governor) of Croatia. Count Batthyany's government attempied
unsuccessfully to negotiate with Jellatis, while the Yienna government
incited the Croats against Hungary. On June 5, the Croatian-Slavonic leg-
islative assembly rejected the authority of Baithyinys Hungarian gov-

BV

grnment. In Seplember, with the blessing of the Vienna governmeni,
Jellagit's army invaded Hungary in an effort to suppress the Hungarian
revolution. Batthyany'’s government resigned and the Diiet quickly named
Eossuth President of the Commitiee of National Defense and gave him
almost complete dictatorial powers,

Kossuth's personal magnetism and courage. his unparalleled oratorical
skills, his organizational talent, and his genius for leadership enabled him
to mohilize the Hungarian nation agamst these overwhelming odds. No
ane but Kossuth could have given the Hungarians the heart to face threat
belore them. Kossuth estublished the new Hungarian military {orce,
which was aided by contingents of Slovaks and Ruthenians, as well as by
revolutionary [orces which came to the aid of Hungary from Vienna,
[taly, and Poland,

JellsEie was made commander-in-chief of all imperial forces agains
Hungary, but the quickly-mobilzed Hungarian troops drove him out and
forced him back 1o within sight of Vienna. The forces under Jellafic then
joined other impenal troops and took control of Vienna. By the end of
1848, the imperial government in Vienna had succeeded in puiting down
the revalution throughout the empire, with the exception of Hungary,
Ferdinand, who had sanctioned the Hungarian Diet’s Ap:ril Laws and
whose coronation oath obhged him o recognize the substantial measure
of independence Hungary had achicved, was forced to abdicate in favor
of his nephew Franz Josel [, The new emperor and hiz government did
not consider themselves bound by the previous promises and agreements
with Hungary. On March 4, 1849, the Impenal Court issued a new consti-
tution which annulled the Diets April Laws of 1848 and ended de jure
Hungary's movement for independence.

In January an imperial force succeeded in occupying Budapest and
won & further victory al Kapolna in February, The Hungarian froops
under the leadership of General Arthur Girgel, however, rallied and by
April of 1849, they had sgain forced the Austrian troops fo evacuate
nearly all of Hungary.

Omn April 14, the Hungarian Diet meeting in Debrecen in eastern Hun-
gary, inspired by Kossuth, proclaimed the complete independence of
Hungary from Austria and deposed the Habshurg dynasty, The Hungar-
tan declaration of independence was inflluenced by the American docu-

ment. Al this same fime the Diet elected Kossuth “governor-president™
and charged him o render an account of his sctions to the parliament,
Hungary was the last bastion of the democratic revolutions of 1548 1o re
main standing against the forces of absolutism, and Hungarian develop-
ments were carcfully followed with considerable sympathy by the gov
ernments and people of Europe and the United States.

The inability of the Austrian government to reestablish its authority
over Hungary wis a greal concern Lo the aulocratic government of Rus-

B



sia, Car Nicholas 1 offered to aid the Austrians in suppressing the Hun-
garian revolution. In June Emperor Franz Josel accepted. On June
17-18. s powerful Russian army of more than 200,000 invaded Hungary
from the north, while al the same lime an Austrian army began Lo move
against Hungary from the west. At the same time, the mmperial govern-
ment in Vienna continued to stir up discontent among the Croats, Serbs,
and Romanians within Hungary, The exhausted Hungarian army of only
| 52,000 men was no match for this massive gathering of forces, but
troops under General Girgel put up a vigorous resistance. The Russian
army swepl through eastern Hungary and Transylvania and defeated
Gorgei’s regiments in the Battle of Temesvir. The situation was hopeless,
Kaossuth transferred government authonty to Giorgei, who surrendered
to the Russian commander at Viligos on August 13

Despite promises of clemency by the Russion commander and subse-
guent demands by the governments of Great Britain and France, the sur-
render led 1o savage reprisals by the Austrian commander, General
Julius Haynau. Former Prime Minister Batthydny was executed, as were
thirteen generals and hundreds of other Hungarian military officers. The
execution of the generals on October 6 at Arad (now in Romania) later
became & Hungarian day of commemoration. Hungary was pul under
Austrian military occupation and subjected to an absolutist rule from Vi-
enna carried out by a foreign bureaucracy under the Imperial Minister of
the Interion

Al the time of the Hungarian surrender, Kossuth with many of his
loyal followers and thousands of Hungarian troops and some Polish vol-
unteers, fled to the Lower Danube, which was then a part of the Turkish
Empire, to escape Russian and Austrian forces. Kossuth spent two years
in exile in Kutahiyah in Asia Minor.

The governments of Great Britain, the United States, and other West
European nations successfully pressured the Turkish Sultan to refuse
Austrian and Russian demands for Kossuth’s extradition. They were able
lo arrange for his departure from Turkey, and on September 10, 1851, he
steamed from the Turkish port of Smyrna (now lzmir) aboard the LIS
Navy’s frigate Mississippi. After brief stops in France and Britain, he ar-
rived in New York City on December 5, 1851, to great public acclaim. His
triumphant six-month tour throughoutl the counlry wWas an unprece-
dented popular success.

Although Kossuth did not achieve his goal of winning official United
States government support and recognition for continuing his struggle
for Hungarian independence, his visit did leave a permanent legacy in
America. He gave several hundred speeches in all parts of the United
States, including separate addresses to both Houses of Congress, During
this tour 250 poems, dozens of books, hundreds of pamphiets, and thou-
sands of editorials were written about him and his democratic ideals. His

ali

achievements were praised by English and American political leaders
and intellectuals, such as Malthew Amold, Elizabeth Browning, Alger-
non Charles Swinburne, John Griscom, William Lloyd Garrison, James
Russell Lowell, John Edward Massey, John Greenleal Whittier, William
Cullen Bryant, Henry Wadswaorth Longfellow, Ralph Waldo Emerson,
and Horace Greeley,

He left the United States after six months, returning (o Europe in July
1852 in an effort w rally support for the Hungaran cause. He bived for a
period of time in London, and cventually scttled in Tunn, lialy. In exile,
he continued his efforts for Hungarian independence. but he did not re-
turn 1o Hungary,

Following his death in Turin in 1804, his body was returmed 1o Hun-
gary, where he was buried amid nationwide mourning. After his death,
Kossuth continued as the popular symbaol of the aspiration of the Hun-
garian people for independence.
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Dedication of the Bust of Lajos { Louis) Kossuth

L%, Capblal Botusis, March 15, 1991, 400 pas,

Choaan PiteLunE—Bels Bartdk Men's Chatr, Garfield, Mew Jorsey, Thomas Skl
[Hrector

PrEsEwTATEOR OF Ciops—lnint Armed Forees Color Guand

Lipcain 0F THE LINITED STATES Anm Hiuisoaiiak MaTIoNAL AnTHEsSE—hoirs and
audierce, led by Cecilin Bros, oeoompanied by Adam Benner

Invocutinm
D Taiwes 0. Ford, Chaplain of the U5 House of Represeotalives
Weleome
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Senalor Rohert Dale—Republican Leader ol the Senate
Representative Richard Gephardi—Majority Leader, LS, Howe of Represcnigives

Representative William Broomfield —Ranking Minority Member, Committes on Foreign
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Lawrence Exgleburper—Deputy Seceetary of State
Presemtation of Hust

Right Reverend Tibor Ddiediir—National President. The Amencan Humgarinn

Federtion

Linvirlling
Csaba B, Seulpior
Amnziie Lanto
Elizabith [hole, Secretary ol Labar
Acceptunce of ke st

Representative Frank Anmunzio—Chatrman, Joint Commities: on the Libriry
Giearge M. White—Architect af the Capital

CasonaL SELECTION—Musicn Hungarica, Washingion, D, Reverend Imne Beertnlan.,

Dirreelor
Hemurks

Péter Viirkonyi—Hungarian Ambassador to the Uniled States
MLy is Sririea—Interim President ol the Republic of Hungary
Lzl Himos—President, Hungarian Human Rights Foundation
Right Reverend Lisedt Tokds—Humin Rights Leader
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Benedictinn

Reverend Imre Bertalan
Crioial PostLunn—kusica Hungancs

Capitol Rotunda Ceremony
Thursday, March 15, 19910, 444 p.m.
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Mi. LANTOS. Will you please remain standing for the Presentation of
Colors, the singing of the National Anthems of the Republic of Hungary
and the United States of Amenca, and [or the invocaton by De Ford,
Chaplain of the House of Representatives.

The Color Guard will present Colors,

[The Colors were presented by the Joint Armed Forces Color Guard. |
Ceciliz Bros will lead us in the two National Anthems.

|The Hungarian and United States National Anthems were sung. |

HOLSE CHAPLAIR
Dm. FORD. Let us pray,

We give yvou thanks, O gracieus God, that on this day of days, in
this hallowed ploce, surrownded as we are by the symbols of democs
racy, we can gather ay friends o celebrate the freedoms that we share
together,

We are gratefud, O Gad, for all vour gifts to us; the gifts of family
and friends and colleagues; the gifts of anderstanding and reconcilia-
tion; the gifts of faith and hope and love.

Ar this special momeil we are conscions af the heroes af today and
aother days, those men and women who did not count personal cost,
bt wha had o vision of o better world and who had the commitmeni
ard nlegrity not only to speak the ruth, but were faithful in doing
that truth as you gave them the strengih,

Q God of history, bless those who today serve vou by serving oth-
ers, that their message of hope and peaee will encourage each one of
uy ter do what we can fo be messengers of good will and stewards of
all your mighty graces,

And may we, in all that we do, ever seek to do justice, fove mercy,
and walk hembly with vou, This Is our earnest prayer. Amen.



CONORESSMAN TOM LANTOS OF CALIFORRIA
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M. LANTOS, Mr. President, Speaker Foley, Secretary ol Labor Dole,
Republican Leader of the Senate Dole, Majority Le-qdcr ul'.lhe. LI.5.
House of Representatives, Congressman Gephardt, Secretary Eagle-
burger. Ambassador Virkonyi, distinguished guests, ml]ﬁnguna,_amhﬂ.ﬁ-
cadors. fricnds of freedom everywhere, in recent months we in this coun-
try have come to learn a lot of sirange new names, like Lech ".ln._“u!esa and
Vaclay Havel. Today we are relearning one of the most distinguished
names of a lover of democracy and freedom from the ninetee nth century,
Lajos Kossuth. . . .

1989 and 1848 were pivotal years in human history. Ihey were hinges
af history, In 1848 and 1989 we knew that while we were connected 1o
the PHHI..'H-'L' were swinging in new directions, good directions, free. open,
and democratic directions. ‘

Lajos Kossuth, the hero of Hun gary's democratic revalution nl_ LH4E,
was 2 man way, way ahead of his time. He said, “To find the sunlight of
freedom, we must come 10 America.”

He suid he bebieved in a government of the people, by the people, and
for the people, Some of us have some susprcions thal :_:[Imus may have
read and learned and maybe to some extent repeated his own prophetic
words. He did all the things that Hivel did and Walesa did. He was im
prisoned on political charges by the Habshurg regime. and he fought o

good fight until in a way somewhat dilferent from 1989, that fight for
freedom was put down by the overwhelming forces of the armies of the
CFAT.

He came o this country, He was received as a hero. He was presented
with a resalution in the Congress welcoming him, honoring him

I might add that the Senate debated that resolution four days, Mr.
Leader. The House debated it for five, Mr. Speaker, But finally it was
passed, and the American people and the Congress of the United States
henored him.

He was welcomed and received by President Millard Fillmore an the
White House, and he addressed hoth the Howse and the Senate. He was
only the second forcign visitor after the Marquis de Lafayette 1o be offi-
cinlly welcomed by the Congress of the Linited States. He followed his
reception here with a triumphant tour of the United States,

What he sad here in Washington is noteworthy, He said,

“It is a remarkable fact in the history of mankind that while in the
past honors were bestowed upon glory and glory was attached only
to success, the legislative authorities of this great republic bestow
the highest honors upon the persecuted in exile, not conspicuous by
glory, not favored by success, but engaged in a just cause,”

There 15 a triumph of republican principles in facl, He meant that with
asmall “r,” Mr, Leader.

[Applause. ]

It is such a joy that joining us on this occasion, and you will be hearing
from him at the conclusion of this ceremony, is another ethniec Hungar-
man, a freedom fighter of 1989, whose heroism in his small church in the
town of Timisoara resulted in the Bomanian uprising, the Reverend Las-
#d Toikés, who, had it not heen for his heroism, his larger than ife com-
mitment to our princples, for all we know Ceaucescu would still be rul-
ing owver the unfortunate people of Romania.

‘The line from Kossuth Lajos to Tokés Laszlo is a direct line.

[Applause.]

It is the line of the best in Hungary, a commitment 1o decency and plu-
ralism, freedom of speech and faith, and the recognition that we are our
brothers” and sisters’ keeper, and it is worthwhile to risk your lives 1o live
freely,

Hungarian history is not all made up of Kossuth Lajoses and Tokés
Liszlos, We had more than our fair share of fascist tyrants and brutal
communist dictators, Bul we also had the men and women we can look
10 with pride, because they are the best that any nation can offer.

To begin this solemn and joviul ceremony, 1 would like to call on the
distinguished Speaker of the House of Representatives. Congressman
Tom Foley,

|Applause. |



SPEAKER OF THE LL%. HOLUSE OF REFRESENTATIVES

Mg, FOLEY. Mr. President, Madam Secretary, Mr. Secretary, Distin-
guished Leaders Bob Dole and Mr. Gephardt, Members of Congress,
special recognition to Pastor Tokés, who did us the honor today of open-
ing the House of Representatives with o prayer, distinguished guests,
ladies and gentlemen, it is my singular honor to welcome all of you to the
Capitol and 1o participate in this ceremony honoring one of the preat
heroes of Hungary. Lajos Kossuth

We are gathered here at the center of American democracy, the sym-
bolic center of the American Nation. This building represents the hopes
and aspirations of the Amerncan people, our dedication to the ideals of
political and economic liberty, and the fulfillment in fact of our atiempts
al sell-government,

It is entirely fitting that we should honor here another great defender
of freedom, Lajos Kossuth, the father of Hunganan democracy.

We Americans recognize in Kossuth the same dedication to demao-
cratic values upon which our Republic was founded, and which have
fourished here for over two centuries, and which still are our most cher-
ished national mssel,

In fact, as Tom Lantos said, when Kossuth visited the United States in
the last century, he was greeted with wild enthusiasm and acclaim wher

gver he wenl in recognition of the historic efforts that he had underiaken
on behall of Hunganan democracy and the Hungarian independence in
the revolution of 1845,

Bui Kossuths elfons bear special meaning today as people in pluces as
distant und desperate as Beijing and Managua and Budapest struggle for
the right of self-determination.

After four decades of totalitarian darkness, Hungary has emerged into
the warm lizht of democracy. In celebrating Kossuth we also pay tribute
to the courage, conviction and vision of the Hungaran people who have
undertaken a peaceful revolution in an cffort 1o ensure the rights and
dignity of all humanity.

With Lhis unveiling, we salute those efforts. And may we also unveil
today a new era of fricndship between the Hungarian and American peo-
ple. one thit is based upon peace, freedom and democracy.

I am honored to be with you today.

[Applavse. |

M. LANTOS. Thank you very much. Speaker Foley. | am delighted
and proud 1o present a man who has been in the forefront of the fight for
democracy, phyvsically and mtellectually, for whom the commitment to a
free society is a deeply felt personal value, the distinguished Minority
Leader of the Senate, Senator Robert Dale.

[Applause. |
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Hight Revarend Tibor Démétar, Armatie Lantas, Chaplain James D, Fond, Fepresantabive
Wilkam Broomfield, Represantative Aichard Gephardt, Senator Robert Doe, Secretary of
Labor Elizabeth Dole, Aepresentative Thomas S Foley, Intesim Pressdant of Hungary
Mdtyae Sxonds. Or Tamas Lovassy (nterprater)
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REFUBLICAN LEADER OF THE 115, 5SENALTE

Mi. DOLE. 1 am very honored to be here representing the United
States Sepate, all of us, Democrats and Republicans alike. Ths 15, as
Congressman Lantos pomted oul, a very special moment in history and a
very special moment for all of us who are honored together here
Poxday.

Today, nearly a century after his death, we remember Lows Kossuth,
and we celebrate the power of the democratic iden, to which he dedi-
cated his life.

I have been around a while—I've fought in a war, fought back from
personal hardship, and spent more than 30 years m public life, You gel 1o
the point where vou think: “I've seen it all.”

The last four or five months have reminded me anew of the truth of a
line from Shakespeare that was a favorite of Kossuth: “There are more
things in heaven and earth than are dreamed of in our philosophy.”

| happened to be in Poland last year, on the day Prime Minister Ma-
zowiecki took office. T attended a Solidarity party cancus. Tt reminded
me of the stories we have all read, of those days in Philadelphia 200 years
ago—when our Founding Fathers laid the foundations of our Republc.

1 am struck today by this thought: Lous Kossuth would have been
very much a1 home in Philadelphia of the late 15th century, or in Warsaw
of the late 1980s,

He would be very much at home today in Budapest, m Bucharest, and
in Berlin. He would be very much at home i Managua and in Pretona,

K

and, indeed, wherever freedom is the goal, and the struggle for freedom
is the issue,

And so 1 believe that Louis Kossuth—ihe man and the spini, repre-
sepied in this bust—will be very much at home here, too. Louis Kossuth
was all about freedom. This building, this Congress, and all of us privi-
leged to work here—thiat's what we're all about, too.

S0 [ am proud to be here today, to join in this dedication of a statue—
and, more importantly, this rededication to the ideal of freedom.

From this spot, Louis Kossuth will continue o inspire us all—as for
more than a century he has inspired all those dedicated to freedom.

Thank wistl,

Mp, LANTOS, Thank you very much, Senator Diole, It was just three
months ago that the distinguished Majority Leader of the House of Rep
resentatives campaiened on the square for Vaclav Havel, and it was just a
fow weeks ago that he greeted Vaclav Hével here i our own Congress at
i joint sessien,

1 had the pleasure of visiting with him in the capitals of Central and
Eastern Europe in December. 1 know that his commitment to a free and
open and democratic Hungary and to the free and open and democratic
elections we expect in Hungary in ten days. is second to none, Congress-
man Crephardt.

lApplause. )

Representativa Tom Lantos, O Kay Atkinson King, Hungarian Ambassador Péter
':mﬁll. ﬁ«\.il:lul'r' Bacrstary of State Lawrences Eaglsbunger, Rlght Aesverend Laszlo

Okés, Prasident of the Hungarian Human Rights Foundation Laszio Hamos, Architect o
the Cepitol George M. White, Libranan of Congress Jemes H. Blllington. Scuipior Czaba
Kiir, ard Plevarend Irmre Bertaler.
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RMAJORITY LEADER OF THE LLS. HOUSE (F REFRESENTATIVES

vr, GEPHARDT. Mr. Chairman, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Leader. Madam
-retary, Real Life Hero Reverend Takés.

We meet today to honor Lajos Kossuth, the father of Hungarian de-
eracy, and to place a bust of this great leader in the Capitol Rotunda.
t is fitting and proper in this great time of change in Eastern Europe
1 throughout the world that we honor a man who dedicated has life to
mocracy and freedom in Hungary, It took 150 years [or his dreams to
me true, but then again, the Hungariens are a patient people with &
1se of history.

T'wo months ago, | was traveling through Budapest, with my good
2nd and distinguished colleague Tom Lantos. There never could be a
e fatal mistake than 1o belicve that by not caring about the political
pdition of Europe, America may remain unaffected by 1L

Todav, America cares deeply about the political and economic condition
Europe, hecause it affects the political and economic future of America,
¢ ties that bind us are deep and strong. S0 much of the strength tnd the
11 of our pation has its roots in Eastern Europe, Millions of Hunganan-
nericans like Tom Lantos, Polish-Amencans ke Dan Rostenkowski
i John Dingell. and Crech- Americans like Bob Mrazek—aend my wife
re—hive distinguished themselves in this country.
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So it is onlv fitting that here, where the people rule, we honor a great
leader of the people.

Tom, who was born in Budapest, pointed out a Turkish Bath, one ol
the few remnants of Ottoman rule, When I asked him why there were so
few relics of that period, he shrugged and replied, “The Turks were only
here 150 years.,” Perhaps that explains how easily the Hungarians are
shrugging off four decades of Soviet domination,

Two vears after his revolution was crushed and he was driven into
exile. Mr. Kossuth came to the United States, He said to a group in Con-
cord, Massachusetis:

“1 would pledge life, honor, and everything dear to man’s
heart that America must take her part in the political regenera-
tion of Europe , . ."”

His vision for Hungary 15 becoming a reality: his vision for all of hu-
manity will become a reality as well. This is the most exciting time of our
lifetime. We are all honored to be here today.

Mg. LANTOS. Thank you very much, Congressman Gephardt. Al
though occasionally we have our differences, all of our real trivmphs are
bipartisan triumphs, The House Foreign Affairs Committee. the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee, our Republican and Democratic adminis-
trations since the end of the War, worked together to achieve what was
the miracle of 198%9—the opening up of all these countries to freedom
and democracy and a civilized life.

In the House of Representatives we are delighted and honored to have
had the leadership of the House Foreign Affairs Commitice, the ranking
Republican of that commitiee, my cosponsor in authorizing the statue
here, my good friend, Congressman Bill Broomfield of Michigan.



MEIMNG MINORITY MEMBER OF THE HOUSE COMMITTEE O POREIGN AFFAIRS

Me. BROOMFIELD. Mr, Speaker, Senator Dole, Secretary Eagle-
rger, Reverend Takés. and my [riend Tom Lantos, I want to thank you
ry much [or this opporiunity of being here today.

I've walked through these halls or many years, and one thing that never
Is 10 thrill me is the sense of history that permeates this great institution.
For 20} years, Congress has struggled over this meaning of our own
mocracy. On the Foreign Affairs Committee, the longest running de-
te hails down to this: how much should our policy protect America’s
erests. and how much shoald it project America’s ideals

Today, we commemorate 8 great statesman whose life and achieve-
enits illustrate how Tar America’s ideals can reach out into this world.
Louis Kossuth was a student of the American Revolution. No doubt
: fives of Americas Founding Fathers helped inspire his own struggle
r independence and democracy in Hungary.,

Like those he studied, Louis Kossuth took up the cawse of democracy
great personal sacrifice. For his passionate dedication to freedom he
et much of his life in exile, He belongs here with those who helped in-
ire him, and we are proud to have him.

After vears of oppression, the flame of freedom is once again burning
Eastern Europe. We are in the company of a modern-day hero of
istern Europe, someone whose own personal bravery gave millions of

Romanians the courage 10 overthrow one of the most brutal regimes in
masdern history.

Reverend Tokés, we are proud to have you here today as well, and
hope that your example will inspire those still in bondage 1o break their
chains and those who live in freedom Lo strugele to preserve it

The story of democracy is a thread that is woven right through the fab-
ric of world history. Tt extends from ancient Greece through the Amen-
can Revolution, through the democratic movements of the 1%th century
and right up to the events of the present day

I'd like to think that this great Capitol is a spiritual home not only for
the American people, but also for those who helped weave the thread of
frecdom throughout the world,

Thank you.

Ma. LANTOS, You have heard from the leaders of the Congress. Now
we move (o a tribute by the administration (o this great hero.

Before we introduce our next speaker, 1 would like 1o share with you
the message 1 was asked Lo read to you by President Bush:

Tiee While Hamane

1 am pleased 1 bring all those gathered 1oday i Lthe Botunda of the United
Smies Capisol Tor the wnveiling of the bust of the courageous Humgartan freedom
fighier and the fxither of Hungarian demoeracy, Lowis Kossuth, my special greet-
ings 10 his Exceflency, the Acting President of Hungary, and 1o The Beverend Lis-
ris Tokés, The world has witnessed many extraordingmy chanpes across Exdlom
and Ceniral Europs

e after anothoer, the peoples of ibe region have raised their viodss and Linosm
off ihe oppressive chains of tolalilarianksm, claiming their mght 1o freedom and
self-determination, snd Inspining millions of others around the reglon and the
wirld,

Wieen the seeds of demacratsc and free markel econamles bepan 10 bairst forth
im Hungary, we could not have imagined the triumphant Oowering of freedon wie
se¢ today, The people of Hungary have served a5 a mosdel and n source of hope 1o
all freedom Baving ik andl women, We rejoice in the freedoms meagined by Lawis
Kossmth finally heing realizad 1t s most fliciog thot o bas of this chompion of
Hungary's independence will stand m the home of an instiuikon that he helid in
grent esicem, the United Saates Congress. | hope that this sculpture will long serve
&5 a symibso] of America's prent admiration for Lowis Koessath and of our own
country s commitment 1o democreey und frezdom forall.

Barbara joine me in sending best washes 1o afl for @ memorabde evene. God bles
wou aldl

Crkeaneil: Bk

Mr. LANTOS. | am delighted 1o present the administration’s leading
expert on Central and Eastern Europe, who has worked in the vineyards
of developing free and democratic institutions for many years, as Ambas-
sador of the United States to Yugoslavia, as Assistant Secretary of State
for European Affairs, Under Seeretary of State for Political Affairs, and
now Deputy Secretary of State, Lawrence Eagleburper,

o
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PEPLUTY SECRETARY OF STATE

Mi. EAGLEBURGER. President Szirds, Mr. Spesker, Scnator Dole,
r, Gephardt, Mr. Broomficld, Mr. Lantos, Reverend Tokés, distin-
sished goests.,

It 15 always difficult to follow at the end of a list of speakers. 1t is par-
cularly difficult when they are all politicians who have made their lives
aking speeches, [ should tell you all that | have lived in terror this after-
son that they would have found a quote that T wanted to use in my re-
arks, and 1 would therefore be destroved before 1 got here, T am re-
>ved 1o say that they did not find the guote.

There has perhaps never heen a more appropriate time in the past cen-
ry or more for us to gather here to pay tribute to the lite of Lajos Kos-
ith—a patriot, a hero, and a visionary. | am honored to represent Presi-
o1l Bush and Secretary Baker here today,

When Kossuth fled his native land and amived in New York City in
351, he was greeted by hundreds of thousands of Americans hailing him
; the “Hu arian Washington.” He made more than 300 major speeches
roughout the United States. In every major city, from the far North to
e deep South, he was greeted by large, enthusiastic crowds.

Why was Kossuth so popular in our country, and why is his memory of
ich endunng value to Americans?

Firsl, his ideal of an independent. democratic Hungary struck a chord
ith Americans, who had fought for their own freedom against arbitrary
wernment and [oreign rule only seventy-live vears before

[

And second, because he preached, prophetically, that unless America
helped to regenerate the Old World, it too would be drawn into the nval-
rics that had for so long jeopardized peace in Europe.

Kossuth championed a free press, freedom of association, and freedom
of religion in Hungary. But he also truly belicved in the universality of
what we today call human rights—so much so that he was prevented trom
addressing a joint session of Congress because some members feared that
his speech would stir up abolitionist sentiment and arouse demands o
free the slaves.

Kossuth believed that the Hungarian yearning for individual liberties
and democratic self-expression would endure despite repression and dic-
tatorship. On a recent trip to Hungary, | saw that his confidence was not
misplaced. | saw a Budapest almost exploding with activity—indepen-
dent newspapers, rallies and political campaigns unthinkable jusl one
year age, With Hungary about to hold its first democratic elections in
more than forty years, Kossuths dream has been vindicated.

Americans and Hungarians Face a new challenge today—to ensure that
democracy and respect for human rights become a permanent part of Hun.
gary’s—and all of East Central Europes—political tradition. We cannot 1g-
nore Kossuth's admonition that freedom is indivisible and that freedom’s
cause everywhere must be our own, We will, therefore, remain actively en-
gaged 1o ensure the fulfillment of Kossuth'’s ideals for a liberated. demo-
cratic and free Hungary, and a Europe which is [ree and whaole and at
e,

We are honoring today a great man of the nineteenth century, a vision-
ary whose message is no less relevant now than it was during his lifetime.
This message Kossuth eloquently described in an address to the Ohio
State legislature:

“Almaost every century has had one predominant idea which
imparted a common direction to the activity of nations. This
predominant idea is the spirit of the age, invisible yel omni-
present, impregnable, all-pervading, scorned, abused, opposed
yet omnipotent. The spirit of our age is democracy.”

Ladies and gentlemen, democracy is still the spirit of our age—in
America, in Hungary, and, increasingly, around the world.

Thank you

Mr. LANTOS, Thank you very much, Secretary Eagleburger. Now to
the presentation and unveiling of the bust. [ would like to ask the Rev-
erend to come up to the podivm, [ would like 1o ask Mrs. Dole and Mrs,
Lantos 1o go over to the statue with Csaba Kir, the sculplor, and after a
few remarks by Reverend Tibor Déménior, we shall unveil Lajos Kos-
suth's busl
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RigHT REVEREND DOMOTOR. Honored puests, ladies and gentle-
:n. On March 15th, 1848, 142 years ago today the most famous Hun-
rian war of independence started in Budapest. The leader of this war
15 the greatest Hungarian freedom fighter, Lajos Kossuth, Lajos Kos-
th had a deep belief in God, a strong [uith in the historical mission of
¢ Hungarian nation and a lifelong dedication to frecdom. His thinking
s greatly influenced by the Constitution and the republican form of
vernment i the United States of America. His feith pave ham strength
hattle, foresight in victory and the ability 10 endure defeat and to ac.
pt humilation. His courage can be an inspiration for every freedom
hiter. His thinking and his prophecy have been vindicated by history.,

[0 1BS2, in a speech in Ohio, Lajos Kossuth said: “The spirit of our age
democracy. All for the people and all by the people. Nothing about the
ople without the people. This is democracy.” A few vears Inter Presi-
nt Lincoln said the same words i his Geltvsburg Address. Similar
pughts were expressed a few months ago by President Bush, Kossuth
rarly saw. that only the Uniled States could offer 8 meaningful defense
ainst the servitude prevailing in Austria and Ruossia. In his Salem, Mas-
chusetts speech he said that “the duty of the United States is not to
lervene in the affairs of the small European nations bul o prevent the
lervention of other outside powers.” The thinking of Kossuth is the
ving force of the political movements of Eastern Europe today, Kos-
th said that peace will come to Europe when peace will be based on

1K

freedom and justice. The world could have learmned much from Lajos
Kossuth. Tt was in memory of this Lajos Kossuth that a few years ago in
Alcron, Ohlio we decided 1o create a monument in his honor,

In the name of the American Hungarian Federation 1 hand over this bust
of Lajos Kossuth to the Congress of the United States in memory of the
18481849 [reedom fighters, heroes and martyrs. At the same time we wish
1o remember the 1956 reedom fghters, heroes and martvrs, who fought
and died for the goals that Lajos Kossuth set forth. We wish (o thank the
American people {or their commitment 1o freedom and democracy.

Giod bless the United States!

Crod bless a free, independent and democratic Hungrey!

MR, LANTOS. Before the statue 1s unvelled, | would like 1o azk if vou
can join me n giving the sculptor, Mr. Csaba Kir, a hand.

| Applause.]

Let us now unveil the busi,

[Applause.]

UNVEILING OF THE BUST OF LAJOS KOSSUTH

Annstie Lantos, Sacratary of Labor Elizabath Dole, and sculptor, Csaba Bur, unvesd the
bust of Lajos Kossuth

Mu. LANTOS. Two people were instrumenial in having this staiue ac-
cepted and placed in the Capitol. It gives me & great deal of pleasure (st o
call on my friend and colleague (rom [linois, Congressman Frank Annunzio,
Chairman of the Joint Committee on the Library to officially acoept the bust.

1%



CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT COMMETTEE QN THE LIBRARY

M., ANNUNZIO. As Chairman of the Joint Committes on the Library,
am pleased to be here today to honor the brilliant statesman, Lajos Kos-
th, known throughout history as the George Washington of Hungary.

Lajos Kossuth was the life and soul of Hungary's fight for indepen-
2nce from Austria, which began 142 years ago today. Not unlike the re-
rmers in Eastern Europe today, some of whom are seated here, Lajos
ossuth above all else believed in national liberty, and felt passionately
al no secial or economic progress was possible until Hungary enjoved
¢ internal freedom to which its laws entitled it

The recent and remarkable events that have and conlinue 1o Lake place
 Eastern Europe today make the placement of a bust of Lajos Kossuth in
e United States Capitol 4 most appropriate tribute to the past and pre-
nt struggle for independence and freedom in the Republic of Hungary.

I hereby accept the bust of Lajos Kossuth on behall of the United
lates Congress.

Mgr. LANTOS. Thank you very much, Chairman Annunzio. The other
erson who was particularly helpful in achieving acceptance of the bust
as Senator Claiborne Pell, who at the time it wes accepted was the
hairman of the Joint Commitice on the Library, Senator Pell unforiw-
ntely could not be with us today but hic sent this statement.
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STATEMENT BY SERATUR CLAIBOENE PELL OF RHCHERE [SLAND

| semd my speocial prectings 1o all who gather woday o hanor the memary ol
Hungary's grent national hero, Lows Kossathe ©regrer sery moch taal | am nol
able 1o B owinhy you

This year's commemaration «f the 1848 Badapest revolutien halds specidl
meaning hecause i comes al n teme of dramatic renewal and transfoermabion in
Eustern Evrope. What & fitting time it s for us oo eelebaaie the life of Lowis Kos-
waih, the kender of Lthat first Aght for democracy 142 years age.

I love had & boog and rich nssociation with Hungary, whene my father served as
115 Minisier in the 19860%, and have abways been inspired by Kotsuth's historic
mle in chanping the map of Ewrope. | was especially pleased to be abhiz 10 secure
accepiance of the statue we unvell 1oday on behall of Congress in my capacity as
chairman of the Joint Commaties om the Libracy in 14838

With st permansi FI|3,|;|,'|11|,"|1I: of this bust i the LS, Capited, Loms Kosswih
can ingdeed be saul (o have come home (o the Congress and 1he country whis Bc-
claimsed him g0 warmly, He wes indeed a hero i his onm time on bath sides of the
Atlantic,

Mr. LANTOS, Before introducing the Architect of the Capitol, with-
out whose invaluable help we could not have achieved this, 1 would like
o introduce one more person. We had a very moving opening of the
Lajos Kossuth exhibit in the Russell Rotunda on the Senate side. and a
marvelous historical perspective on Kossuth by the most distinguished
historian we are honored (o have, as the Librarian of Congress, D,
James Billington, On behalf of all of us, I want to thank Dr. Billington.

Mow, George White, the Architect of the Capitol.

ARCHITECT OF THE CAFITOL

Mar. WHITE. | am honored indeed 1o have been asked 1o panicipate
in the acceptance of this beautiful portran bust by Csaba Kar. distin-
guished sculptor, which we are now plad 1o be representing here in the
Capitol,

| am pleased on more than one ground. First, to have been asked and
ke helpful 1o my good friend, Tom Lantos, who has been the driving
force behind this creation. Secondly, because | grew up in Cleveland,
Ohin, where as most of you know, there is a very large Hunganan com-
munity. S0 [ have heard the name Louis Kossuth since T was a very little
by,

I am honored indeed to agpmin o have béen asked in our office, be-
cause it is responsible for the care of statuary in this building, and will. of
course, have the care and mamtenance of this beautiful porirait bust, 1
can therefore pledge to you its perpetual respect and core not only for
the statue but for the symbolism which it represents, Thank vou.

Mr. LANTOS, To set the stage properly for the remarks of the Pres-
dent of the Republic of Hungary and of the Reverend Tokes, T would
like to ask first to have a few Hungarian songs.
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[Three Hungarian selections were sung. |

Thank you very much, The man we will hear from in a moment arrived
n Washington early this morning from Budapest, He will be introduced
w the distinguished Ambassador of the Republic of Hungary to the
Jnited States, Dir. Péter Virkony,

AMBASSADOR OF THE REFUBLIC OF HUNGARY

Dr. VARKONYL Ladies and gentlemen, 1 feel honored to introduce
o you D Mityas Szirds, President ad interim of the Republic of Hun-
ary, who regardless of his busy schedule at home found time o atiend
his great, historical event of the Hungarian-American relations. Dr.
2 liriis is nod unknown to most of vou present here, Americans and Hun-
arians alike. After a long career in the foreign service he was elected
nember of Parlisment in 1985 where he became the Chairman of the
‘oreign Affairs Committes, On March 10, 1989, Dr. Seiiris was elected
peaker of Parliament.

After far-reaching constitutional amendments it was he, who pro-
laimed the Republic of Hungary on October 23, 1989 and became its
'resident ad interim. AL the forthooming elections Dr. Sziirds is a candi-
ate for member of Parliament. He is well-known for his firm stand on
uman rights and especially on the rights of Hungaran minorities,

INTERIM PRESIDENT OF THE REFUBLIC OF HUNGARY

D 5ZUROS. Ladies and gentlemen, 1 am moved and deeply emo-
tional now that 1 am standing here in this shrine of democracy, known
and recognized all over the world. [ am especially happy and proud that
many excellent and outstanding personalities of the American political.
social and business life remember now a great Hungarian man, who
fought [or democracy and for the liberty of peoples.

Lajos Kossuth is respected all over the world as an outstanding figure
in the history of Hungarian and universal revolutions and liberation
struggles. His spirit, pointing beyond 19th century Hungary, had an ef-
fect on nations fighting for national independence and social progress.
Even the Resolution of Congress states that Lajos Kossuth is known as
the Hungarian George Washington! This is an absolutely well-founded
statement, The set-up of the United States system was a decisive exam-
ple to Kossuth, as well as to other radical ideologists fighting for na-
tional independence.

Perhaps few people know that Kossuth tried to introduce the idea of
an American type of presidential system in Central Europe already in
1849, Practically at the same time with France, without precedent in Eu-
rope, Hungary too united the presidential and executive powers—as in
the American system-—in the supreme body of the revolution and libera-
tion strugele. The Mational Delense Commiitee, of which Kossuth him-
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self was chairman. drew upon the ideology of the American state organi-
cation when it proclaimed Hungary a republic in Apnl 1849,

Allow me to go further into the common Hungerian-American ideo-
ogical-historical roots. We can prove that within the ideology of the pro-
sressive Hungarian intellectuals fighting for independence from under
foreign, that is. Habsburg rule, there was just as much interest in the
Inited Sdates as in Western Ewrope. A good example for the interest in
American ideas and solulions is the fact that books by the Hungarian,
Alexander Bilini Farkas, and the French author, Alexis de Tocqueville,
i Avmerican democracy were the most searched [or sources at the time
imong these people. Pesti Hirlap, inowhich Kossuth published his articles
epularly and worked for it as editor too, continuously offered the latest
1ews on the results of American development. This could partially be a
eason why the progressive youth often said that our situstion was simi-
ar to that of America: America used 1o be a British colony and won her
ndependence, Hungary was a colony of Austria and would win her inde-
wndence. [ can also mention that Kossuth's ideas on sell government
vere based entirely on the concept of Amerncan bocal sell povernments.

Ladies and gentlemen, already at the middle of the last century, Kos-
uth realized that the only wav the Danube Valley nations could win their
reedom was through joint efforts. His observation still holds: the Central
=85t European nations have started again 1o realize their century-old
Iream by eliminating the Stalinist structure, by introducing democracy
ind market economy, But this goal can be achieved only through close
oOperalion: going against one another would surely result in failure. The
wactical realization of Kossuth's ideas in the middle of the last century
vis prevented—as 50 many times in our history—by external circum-
tances and by the unfavorable behavior of [oreign powers.

[ think [ am right to say that Kossuth was far ahead of his times in this
vay of thinking and in his spirit, Nevertheless, o century had to pass before
his greal statesman is placed st a site worthy of him, here in the United
tates, where he was received with great sympathy and solidarity, and
viere he committed himself 1o the idea of confederation while in exile.

May 1 just emphasize that in Hungary today, such a process of similar
limensions and importance is taking place which Kossuth led, 142 years
g0, By starting a peaceful transformation of an outdated system unable
o develop, my country had a pioneer role in changing the political map
il Central East Europe. | am convinced that the Berlin Wall would not
iave fallen down if Hungary had not started to pull down the “lron Cur-
ain" and open her frontiers completely a few months earlier. In the
ourse of our peaceful transformation, we rely on the rich ideofogical
eritage of our greal predecessors, such as Lajos Kossuth or Tstvin
etchenyi. T dare only hope, however, that the country which started the
ransformation of the whole region, which is a determining factor and a
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catalyzer in the continuation of this process, will win the recognition, re-
spect and support of the world just as our great compatriot, Lajos Kos-
suth did some century and & hall ago. The visit of President Bush to Hun-
gary last vear, the regular interest of Congressmen and the activities of
the American Hungarian Federation have supported greatly the continu-
piion of reforms and transformation.

I hope that this bust of Lajos Kossuth, here in the Capitol will be an ev-
erlasting reminder of the century-old wish of the Central East European
peoples and nations to be independent and free, Thelicve that its presence
in the home of legislation will make the attention turn 1o the need of our
region and of my country of the support and cooperation of the devel-
oped countries, among them especially of the United States. If we are suc-
cessful in a peaceful switch in systems, we will contribute considerably 1o
our regional and to international peace and sccurity, and in o wider sense,
to the realization of human rghts and democratic development.

Thank you for your attention.

Wp. LANTOS, Thank vou very much, President Sziirts,

On several occasions during the course of this afternoon there was
spontaneous and generous applause for our concluding speaker. We all
know why we applauded him. He is perhaps the most moving, impres-
sive, committed champion of free and open socicty and human rights.
Those of us who are in the political arena also applauded him because
they are fortunate enough not 1o have him run against us.

He will be introduced by Liszld Himos of the Hungarian Human
Righis Foundation, an organization which patiently and persistently has
fought for human rights for ethnic Hungarians in Romania and clsc-
where, and which also has sponsored Reverend Tokés” visil here today,



HLMGARIAN HUMAN RIGHTS FOUNDATION PRESIDENT

Mr. HAMOS. Distinguished guests, as we gather for this historc com-
memorition to Lajos Kossuth and his heroic Freedom Fighe, it is fitting
hat we preet another heroic Hungarian [reedom Flp_hlu.'r.l can think of
10 more appropriate way 1o do so than to quote the words of the preat
19th century Amercan poet Ralph Waldo Emerson when he welcomed
fossuth 1o our country. Emerson'’s words apply to our guest today in ex
sctly the same [ashion they did 1o Kossuth 139 years ago, .

[n greeting Emerson said:

“We see in you the angel of freedom, crossing the sea and
land, crossing parties and nationalities, private interests and
sell-esteem, dividing populations wherever you go and drawing
ko your heart only the good.” il

Qur guest of honor today is a new Hungarian dragon slayer of our eeq-
ury. He represents the 2.5 million strong Hungarian |:n|1'|-|'|'||j||'|[|,.- of Bo-
nania the largest national minority in Europe. [t was his defiant stand in
E1|. [ace of Ceaucescu’s regime's brutal persecution, that sparked the up-
1sng last December which led to revolution all over the country, and ul-
imately to the fall of the Ceaucescu regime.

It is my privilege on this historic occasion (o make a major annonee.
nent, 10 proclam a piece of history in the making. Last Saturday, as Rev-
rend Laszld Tokés was beginning his tour here in the United States, an
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alection was held in the city of Nagyvirad (Oradea) to fill the position of
Bishop of the Hungarian Reformed Church in Romania—a position va-
cated in December by Reverend Tokés' longtime persecutor, who is now
in hiding. Here, in the Rotunda of the United States Capilol, as we cele-
brate freedom and democracy of the greatest Hungarian national holi-
day, March 15, it is with particular pride and joy that | announce to you,
for the first time anywhere, that Reverend Liszld Tokés was elected by
free and popular vote and that he is now the Right Reverend Dr. Lasz1o
Tikeés, Bishop of the Hungarian Reformed Church in Romania.

[Applause. ]

Lajos Kossuth came o the United States after a defeated revolution,
Though he was hailed by the Congress and the American people as de-
fender of liberty, Kossuth ultimately returned to Europe empty-handed.
His much-lauded trip to the United States ended in vain,

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Majority Leader, distinguished Members of Congress,
Administration and State Department officials, I appeal to you—all free-
dom-loving peoples—let’s not make the same mistake of sending this
great hero back 1o his homeland empty-handed. Ladies and gentlemen, |
give you the ethnic Hungarian hero of Romania’s revolution. the Right
Revercnd Liszld Tokés,

BISHOP LASZLO TOKES




RionT REVEREND TOKES, Distinguished President of Hungary, Mem-
bers of the House of Representatives and the Senate, Your Excellencies
the Ambassadors of Romania and Hungary, ladies and gentlemen: 1

[ feel honored to be a guest of the House of Representatives today, the
day of commemoration of the 184849 revolution of Hungary, one of the
most important fights for freedom, not only Fi '
o e S y for the Hungarian people,
_ We have unveiled the bust of Lajos Kossuth, the leader of the Revoluy-
tion, who symbolizes the deep desire and perseverance of mankind for
freedom, In 1851 the American people, already enjoying freedom and
democracy, received the exiled Kossuth with love and admiration. Since
then, America’s support for fiberty has become a reality, and all peoples,
[rism Hu_ngar:,' to South Alrica, from Romania 1o Nicaragua, look with
hope to its moral, political and material support. The placement of Kos-
suth’s bust in the Capitol Rotunda, as well as the opportunity for my
compatriots and me to be here, significantly expresses once more the
United States” commitment to freedom, human rights and social justice
all over the world.

There 15 & well-known Hungarian song, which sounds thus:

Kossuth Lajos azt osnte,
Elfogyoll o regimentje,
Hn még epyseer ozl lzemi,

Minidnydjunknak el kell menni

Eljen 2 magyar szeabsdaig, dljen o haxn,

In rough English translation, it reads:
Lajos Kossulh senl a message:
‘Lione are the troops. he needs pecrions’
I e repesis this call just gmee more,
W all misl o, we st all be there,
Lang Gve Hangarian libeity? Long Byve our nation|

Proceeding from this song, whose strains resonate right up to the pres-
=nt, the obvious guestion poses itsell: what can the message of Lajos
Koossuth be today?

By the Providence of God, at this time [ have the privilege 1o represent
he Revolution of Romania against one of the worst tyrannics in the his-
ary of mankind, the Ceauceseu dictatorship, At the Advent of Christmas
989, the members of the Hungarian Reformed Congregation of Timi-
oara, joined by thousands of Romanian people and people belonging o
lifferent nationalities and religious denominations, were determined 1o
lefend me, a minister of Christ, against brutal secret police action, lead-
ng to the outhreak of the Revolution in all of Romaniz.

The victory of the Revolution became the result of our collective fight.
'he common and universal cause of Freedom united us, different lan-
uages and religions. [t united not only us, but also the free nations and
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countries all over the world which felt eompassion for the people of Ro-
mania, “rejoicing with those who rejoice and weeping with those who
weep.” (Romans 12:15)

| am firmly convinced that this is the very message of Lajos Kossuth.
To be united for freedom. To overcome all obstacles, conflicts and hostil-
ities which separate the peoples from one another and to join forces o
win freedom for all humankind. This is the message of Lajos Kossuth, 10-
sether with Nicolae Baleescu, the leader of the Romanian Revolution,
who succeeded at that time to come to an understanding with regard to
the Hungarians' and Romanians' common fight for liberty, and social and
national justice.

Lajos Kossuth sends us the message of reconciliation, “We must all go,
we must all be there,” on the same side of the barricades in the fight for
freedom! Together, the Romanian and Hungaran people! Together the
peoples of the Danubian Valley!

It is for this noble aim that we beseech the United States and its allies
for support. And, at one and the same time, we thank you for this support.

[Applause. |

Ma, LANTOS, It is rare that we are in the presence of greatness. With
Liszld Tokés here, we are indeed in the presence of greatness, courage
and decency.

1 am deeply grateful to all who have made this possible. and [ am par-
ticularly grateful to our very, very distinguished guests for staying
through the entire length of this remarkable afternoon.

Let me tell you what lics ahead, because 1 know some of our distin-
guished guests have some other obligations and they may need 10 leave us.

We will now hear a few beautiful selections from the Béla Bartdk
Men's Choir. Then we will have Benediction by Reverend Imre Bertalan,
and finally a Choral Postlude by Musica Hungarica.

Al this stage | want 1o thank all the participants. 1 want 1o thank the
Hungarian Reformed Federation of America and its president, the Rev-
erend Imre Bertalan, the William Penn Association and its president,
Elmer Vargo, the Congressional Human Rights Foundation and its exec-
utive director, David Phillips, for sponsoring the reception that will fol-
low this ceremony in Statuary Hall

[Applavse.]

I want to especially express my personal thanks to two women whio
have done a remarkable job in bringing this all abouot, Dr. Kay King, and
the source of all of my good ideas, Annetie Lantos.

We will now hear from the Béla Bartok Men's Choir. The selection will
be followed by the Benediction and more songs, which will be performed
by Musica Hungarica.

[ The Béla Bartdk Men's Choir performed. |



REVEREMD IMEE BERTALAN

RevErenD BERTALAN. The closing prayer are not my words, but in
fact the words ol Lajos Kossuth. He was not only a champion of liberty,
he was also a man of praver

In cur Kossuth Howse in Washington there is a very much cherished
picture where Kossuth is kneeling in prayer afier the Battle of Kdpalna,
where he lost so many of his regiments. And while he moumns there and
says these words, [ef us think of the heroes of Timisoara, Romanians and
Hungarans who died for freedom,

el us stand in praver,

Muajestic Lord, from Ve throne in the magnificent heavens, have
FREFEY upnon iy and harken unio vour servant's supplicaticon, from
whase lips the prayvers of millions are sent toward the splendor of
virur feavenly Kingdom,

My God, above me shines your life-giving sun, while beneath my
krees resi the voltant patrioss who lost their fives (n the strugele for free-
dom, Abave me the blue skv smiles brightly. Beneath my Jeet the Exrth
is in mourning for the spilled blood of our forefuthers and grandsons.

By vour mercy, grans thar the life-giving ravs of the sun descend
upon ws, so flowers may bloom upoen their graves. These chevished re-
migtints imeist not be allowed to rest without a wreath of glory,

As a free son of a free homeland, T kneel upon this latest resting
place for my fallen brother-pairiow, their broken bodies. May their
grear sacrifice afowne our sins; and by vour grace, we whaose lives were
spured, may we go on and live in freedom and liberty, By vour mercy,
may vour almighty power be blessed and profsed

Amen.

And now to improvise, since | am separated from my singing group, |
vould like to call the sweet voice, Annette, and the strong voice in the
~ongress, Tom, Would you please come up here and call on the two
inging choirs and the hundreds in the andicnce and sing together the
e and the song that we heard from Bishop Tokés before, please.

[Whereupon, at 5:50 pam., the ceremony was concluded with the song,
Cossuth Lajos azt iizente . . (“Kossuth's message . . ."), led by Congress-
nan and Mrs. Lantos, Reverend Bertalan, and Bishop Tokés |

£ 1]

Annaiie Laros, Bewarend Imee Bartalan, Bishop Laszsks TEkds, gnd Anpresentative Tom
Lantos sing a Hungarian folk song at the conclusion of the caremany

Interrn Presiant of Hungary, Matyas Szinde, end Congressman Tom Lantos of Califor-
rila great human rghts leader, LAszid Takés, in the Capitod Roiunda,
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use Majority Leadear Richard Gephardt, interim Prasident of Hungery Matyas S0,
saiber Thomas 5. Folay, and Secretary of Labor Ekzabeth Dol in the Capitsl Aotunds
bar tha dedication caremany.

piad Goncz, Presiden of he Republic of Hungary, and Congrassman Tom Lantes on
sy 17, 1990, They are standng next to the Kossath bust in ite permanent locatian in
: Housa rotunda an the first floor of the Capilal building.
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o8 Kossuth, paintad in 1851, by Walter G Gould, Kossuih mat Mr, Gauld in

itahiyan, Turkey whils in oxilg
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Lajos Kossuth, 1802-1894

1802  Seprember 19, Lajos Kossuth was bomn o Liszlo Kossuth and
the former Sarolta Weber in Monok, a Hungarian village in northern
Hungary. He was the oldest of five children, and the only son Kos-
suths father was a lawver, a legal adviser to land owners, and a
member of the common nobility, His mother's family, of German
stock. was raised to Hungarian nobility in 1648, Kossuth was bom
and raised in the Evangelical (Lutheran) faith, He fimshed his ele-
mentary school education at Sdtoraljatjhely.

1816-1819: Attended the Lutheran College of Eperjes, northern Hun-
gary {now Prefoy, Slovakia) then, at the age of seventeen, he matric
uiated at the Reformed (Calvinist) College of Sdrospatak, northeast-
ern Hungary, as a law student.

1821: Practiced law in Budapest. and, in 1823, took his examunation as a
Ly

1823 Returned 1o his birthplace, and, for several years, he practiced as
a lawver in Zemplén county. He attended mectings of the county as
‘E'.'I'I'lhl';-' and demonsirated his talents as a skillful :’-.|'I|;.'i.'.b.L-.l by taking
the side of the dissidents in the Polish revolt in 1831, He also de
manded freedom of the press. In this respect, he followed a family
tradition: hetween 1527 and 1715 no fewer than 17 members of the
Kossuth family had been accused of seditious acts against the House
of Hubshurg—then rulers over Hungary.

1825: Kossuth was appointed by a noble delegate 4s 8 nonvoling repre-
sentative at the National Diet in Pozsony (now Bratislava, Crecho
slovakia), the capital city of Hungary. The Diet was the legislative
body of Hungary, but it was unsuccessful in gaining royal support for
its constitutional and reformist efforts. The cabinet of the Habsburg
king in Vienna, Austrin, issued its orders through an administrative
body, the Chancery in Vienna, Austria, the seat of the Imperial gov-
ernment.

1832-183: At the suggestion of his friends, Kossuth began to report on
the activities of the Diet, The reports demonstrated his skills as a po-
litical writer. Because of the scarcity of free, non-official printing fa-
cilities, Kossuth was forced to employ 40 young men for copying. In
1833, however, the police of the Imperial government confiscated his
lithograph machine and then blocked the publication of a book he
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wanted 1o have printed in Leipzig, Germany. Nevertheless, the long
session of this Diet allowed Kossuth to gain national attention
through his reform-minded publication, the Nulional Diet Repors.
By the session’s end, 344 issues had been written.

3 Kossuth moved his residence (o the City of Pest, and, urged by his
redders, began the publication of the Municipal Reports on the activi-
ties of the Pest County Assembly. The government prompily stopped
him from publishing. but Kossuth found new ways, again and again, to
issue the paper. His home was searched and nothing was discovered
by which a formal court procedure could have been launched against
him, but Kossuth was thrown into prison. The prisoner immediately
asked for an English grammar and dictionary, the Bible in English,
and the original texts of several works by Shakespeare.

After he had been imprisoned for 22 months, he finally was
brought to trial on February 23, 183%, He was accused of violating
eensorship regulations and of conducting underground activities and
endangering the welfare of the state. In a masterpicce of legal rea-
soning, Kossuth refuted the charges, but he nevertheless was sen-
tenced 1o three years. His sentence was added to the time he had al-
ready spenl in prison, An outcry for Kossuth's liberation swept over
Hungary and against the powerful Imperial chancellor, Austrian
Prince Metternich, who had ordered Kossuths punishment. The del-
egates of the new Diet. called up for 1839-1840, brought this fervent
indignation Lo the legislature.

340: May 10, The besieged government was compelled to release
Kossuth. Soon after regaining his freedom, he married Theresa Mes-
2lényi, whom he had met while in Buda’s prison. She was Catholic
gnd he Lutheran.

B4 A wealthy printer and a confidant of the Viennese court, Lajos
Landerer, decided to enter the newspaper publishing field, After
long negotiations with the Metternich government (with secret
hopes that in this way Kossuth could be controlled), he engaged
Kaossuth as the editor of Pesti Hirlag, Ironically, the publication scon
became Kossuth's most successful platform for his political views.
His grasp of the most complicated issues, as well as the clarity of his
style established a new kind of newspaper in Hungary—elegant and
officially blameless—much to the chagrin of his censors.

Kossuth's increasing populanity put him on a collision course with
the highly respected leader of Hungary’s reform movement, Count
Istvin Széchenyi, who had founded the Hunganian Academy of 3¢i-
ences in 1825, The public debate between Szdéchenyi, the liberal ans-
tocrat, and Kossuth, the democrat, forged a national consensus, The
nation chose Kossuths direction: a sovereignty of the State of Hun-
gary, constitutionally validated by the people.

184% Kossuth's contract with the newspaper was aboul (o expire. A
new one, which intended to further curtail his powers as an editor,
was offered to him. Kossuth refused. His scarch lor 4 new employ-
ment with another paper failed.

1843-1844: The Diet ended in complete failure. Because of Kossuth®
personal difficulties, his Liberal reform organization lost its unity of
purpose. In the meantime, he maintained that as long as the govern-
ment in Vienna held Hungary's economic life under its control, there
wits no hope for a constructive national life.

184d: A “Commercial Society,” proposed by Kossuth, began ils opera-
tions with a thousand stockholders, It was soon followed by a “Pro-
tective Association,” also initiated by him, for the production and
marketing of home-manufactured goods. In December 1844, a “Fag-
tory Founding Society” was launched. This venture gained the sup-
port of Széchenyi, Also a "Savings Bank™ of Pest, with many affilia-
tions in various parts of the country, was founded.

1847 Octeber 19, Kossuth was elected to the Diet at Pozsony Lo rep-
resent the county of Pest, and he assumed the leadership of the
party opposed to the Habsburg authority. A democratic platform
was accepted. The preamble of the liberal party program declared
benefits to the Habsburg monarchy if the reforms proposed by the
Hungarians could be carried to the remainder of the empire as well.
The declaration included the following points:

1. That &l the peasants of the kingdom, no matter what their
religion or race, should be immediately exempted from all ur-
barial dues and obligations to their landlords, for which the lat-
ter were Lo receive an indemnity from the stale.

2. That, without exception for religion or race, all the inhabi-
tants of the country, noble and non-noble, should be declared
equal before the law.

3. That every inhabitant whose income amounted to ten
pounds (fifty dollars), which included all persons not vagabonds
or state paupers, should be entitled 1o vote.

4, That every inhabitant should bear his equal proportion of
the expenses of the government, by being taxed on his income.

5. That the Hungarian Diet, not the Chancery at Vienna,
should decide on the wse of the public revenue.

6. That the revenue and other national resources should be
put into the hands of a cabinet of Hungarian ministers who
wonld be responsible 1o the people.

In the same vear, Kossuth’s new project, a socicty for the railroad
line 1o the port of Fiume (now Rijeka, Yugoslavia), on the Adriatic
Sea, raised eight and a half million forints.
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major obstacle to the success of their efforts—the government of
Prince Metternich.

March 13, Metternich was dismissed by the Emperor Ferdinand
afl Austria.

March 15, A popular demonstration led by the Hungarian
youth, intellectual and civic leaders and the people of the City of
Pest demanded reduction of restrictions on the population, as well
as the union with Transylvania. The crowds freed political prisoners
and announced the end of Austrian censorship.

March 7. The Diet at Pozsony elected Count Lajos Batthyiny
4% prime minister of a new government, which was 10 be responsible
to the elected representatives of the people Kaossuth was sppointed
as minister of finance. The cahinet traveled 1o Vienna, to be “sanc-
tioned,” or confirmed by Emperor Ferdinand V in his capacity as
King of Hungary. The new ministry assumed the direction of Hun-
gary. An inner circle of courtiers ail Vienna, however, plotted against
the reform-minded government and encouraged the Ban of Croatia,
Baron Joseph Jellatic, to muster his army and several Serbian units,
against the Hungarians,

April,  Military campaign by the Austrian army wis begun to re-
claim control of Hungary. Kossuth started a newspaper, Kossuth Lapjo

Lajos Hossuth and his Family, (Clockwisa, froem bop keft) Laszio Udvandy-Kossath, Lajos’
ather; Sarcfe Webar Udvandy-Kossuth, his mother; Tarasa Mazlermy Kossuih, his wifia;

Lajos Todor Kossath, his younger son; Vilma Koessulh, his dawghler, Famencz Eossuth,
he mikdar gon; Hutkay Lujze Kossuth, his youngar sister. Kossuth in center. Bustration
provided by the Fingarsn Aefarmed Federation of Ameancea

1848  March 3. Two days afier the news of the "February revolution™
of Paris reached Pogsony, Kossuth spoke to the Diet and repeated
the need for reforms for the entire monarchy. He identified the
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Komsuth defvered an sddness on duly 11 to the Hungarian Diet. From Sebaestyén’s A
Magyar Apostie of World Demacracy
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July 1. TIn this session of the Diet, which opened on July 2, Kos-
suth learned that 150,000 forints had been transferred by the Vienna
court 1o the aid of Jellaties army. Kossuth rose and requested the
authority 1o conscript 200,000 men for the defense ot Hungary, The
Batthydny government resigned.

September 11, The Croatian army invaded Hungary in force.

September 19, Kossuth became Governor of Hungary, heading a
Committee of National Defense, which was appointed to govern in
the situation of emergency. The war between Austrin and Hungary,
known as the Hungarian War of Independence of 18481849, began
on September 29,

December 2. Emperor Ferdinand ¥ was forced to resign both as
Emperor and King of Hungary. His successor was his 18-year-old
nephew Franz Josel, who assumed power without honoring require-
ments of the Hungarian constitution.

1848-184%: Winter Having defeated Jellatics forces, the Hungarian

General Mdga advanced to Vienna, but was defeated by an Aus-
trian army of 70,000 men under the command of Prince Windis-
chgractz. Still anxious 1o avert a bloody struggle, Kossuth unsuc-
cessfully appealed to the American envoy in Vienna, W.H. Stiles, to
secure an armistice, On December 16, Windischgractz' army en-
tered Hungary and proceeded to take Pest, while the Hungaran
army under Gorgey retreated. The Hungarian government [rans-
ferred its seat to Debrecen, beyond the Tisza river. The winter
months passed quietly, except in Transylvania, where the Polish
General Joseph Bem, commander of Kossuth’s Transylvanian army,
forced an Austrian retreat.

184%: Spring. A series of battles against four Austrisn generals and

Jellatic were won by the young Hungarian armies, The Kossuth gov-
ernment overturned the Austrian declaration of March 4, which had
abolished the Hungarian constitution and had listed Hungary as &
hereditary dominion of the House of Habsburg.

1849: April 4. The Hungarian Declaration of Independence, signifi-

cantly following the lunguage of its American counterpart, was ap-
proved in a session of the Hungarian Mational Assemhbly held in the
Calvinist church at Debrecen. Tt repudiated the House of Habsburg
and named Kossuth as “Governing President” of Hungary, “under
obligation to render an account of all acts,” Kossuth appointed
Bertalan Szemere as premier, and assigned him to draft a republican
platform. In a short time, several victories by the Hungarian armies
were capped by the recapture of the foriress of Buda on May 21,
1549,

Summer. The defeat of Windischerietz' army forced Emperor

fil]

Franz Josel to invoke Russia’s military obligations under the post-
Napoleonic Holy Alliance agreement. Czar Nicholas L on the pre-
text that the Hungarians and Poles had launched an international
revolution of democracy, dispatched an army of 200,000 under the
command of Prince Paskievich of Warsaw. Thus, a total of 370,01 of
Austrian and Russian troops, with 1200 cannon, faced a Hungarian
army of 152,000 tired men with 430 cannon. After several engage-
ments, all of Hungary was occupied by enemy troops, with the ex-
ception of the fortress of Komdrom at the upper Danube.

1849 Augusr 12, Kossuth abdicated, and transferred civil authority 1o

the military commander, General Arthur Gorgey. The war council
surrendered to the Czarist army to avoid further destruction. At the
same time, Kossuth, with many thousands of his followers crossed
over to Turkish territory, first hiding St. Stephen’s crown near Or-
sova, on the southern Hungarian border. On August 13, at Vilagos,
near Arad, (now in Romania), Gorgey and his remaining forces of
30000 laid down their arms. The Russian commander, Paskievich,
argued for amnesty by the Austrian government, and Czar Alexan-
der 11 sent his own son 1o Vienna ta prevail upon Franz Josef to
apply “rightly interpreted mercy.” The fate of Hungary, however,
was decided by Austrian generals, Prince Schwarzenberg and Hay-
nau, wha were bent on revenge. Except for CGGorgey, all thirteen
other Hungarian generals were executed at Arad on October 6. In
Pest, the former premier Count Batthydny was shot.

The Austrian army imprisoned many thousands of Hunganan ol-
ficers and civil servamts, and tens of thousands were pressed into mil-
itary service. Hungary was divided by the Austrians into occupation
zones, and every form of state or municipal administralion was
eliminated.

The British and French governments formally sided with the
Austrian monarchy, but the public and many representatives ol the
press expressed support for Kossuth, In the United States, the
image of a heroic Kossuth fighting for democratic principles—the
“George Washington of Hungary”"—inspired popular sentiments,
Upon issuing the Hunganan Declaration of Independence, Kossuth
sent an emissary to the United States, Soon, many “Committees for
Hungary™ were established, and they resolved to send political, eco-
nomic and military support to the Hungarian canse. President
Zachary Taylor asked Dudley A. Mann 1o go to Hungary and repre-
sent the United States to a free Hungary. Although Mann never gol
further than Vienna, the early recognition of democratic Hungary
by the United States was the groundwork for Kossuth's later con-
tacts with Secretary of State Daniel Webster and with the Congress.
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Brasident Zachary Taylor assisted the Hungarian cause for independance when he sent &
paracnal emessary o Eursps 10 represent LS. intereats with Kossuth's new, democratic
govemmerl

Although Austrian and Russian diplomats exerted pressures on
the Sultan of Turkey for the extradition of Kossuth and other fugi-
tive Hungarians, American, British and French diplomatic pressures
were successful in hlocking the effort,

1850: Fearing for Kossuth's fife, the Turkish Sultan ordered him o be
moved to Kutahivah, in Turkey, together with his family and a siz-
ahle entourage. Western efforts for his liberation continued.

AN

1851: Al the proposal of Senator Foote of Mississippi, the United
States governmenl invited Kossuth as “the Nation's guest,” as once
Lafavette had heen invited. Subsequently, the Amencan steam
frigate Mississippi was sent to Smyrna (now Lemir), Turkey to pro-
vide for Kossuths safe departure to America,

September 1), Kossuth and [amily, with some of his followers,
departed from the port of Smyma. On their journey, a large crowd
greeted them at Marseilles, France.

“Momsih Atfended by the Spints of Freedom and History and the Guardian Gankses of
Hungary, with his Own Good Angel Caimiy Basring him through Space o Amprica,”
by an unidentified arist, from "Gleasons Pictorial Drawing Room Companion.”
Decembar 7, 1851,

Ocrober 23, Kossuth arrived in Southhampton, England. Several
enthusiastic receptions were held for him. Kossuths addresses out-
lined his palitical philosophy. The progress of his journey was e
poried in the Amencan press, and accounts of his speeches stirred
the Amercan public with democratic idealism
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December 5. Kossuth arrived in New York on the steamer Humn-
bods, and began an extended journey throughout the castern half of
the United States. He delivered more than three hundred public ad-
dresses and lectures in Amernica.

1852 July 74, Accompanied by his wife and a few friends, Kossuth
left for England on the steamer Ewropa

Several editions of Kossuth’s speeches and lectures appecared in
print, both in the United States and England. These activilies occu-
pied & large part of his time. From this time on. Kossuth made his
living by writing and speaking to organizations in Furope. He sought
political ppportunities 10 attach the cause of his oppressed nation 10
European questions of foreign policy.

1853-1856: The “Crimean War” pitted the Russian Czar (supporting
the Slavic Christians then living under Turkish domination) against
Britain and France, Since Austria was expected o side with Russia,
the Western powers undertook steps Lo gain Kossuth's supporl
against Austria. The western forces offered to recognize Hungary's
independence in exchange for Hunganan support agamsl Austria,
Under the Hungarian generals Klapka, Kmetty and Tirr, & leglon
was organized, and Hungarian officers trained the Turkish army
Austria hastily concluded a peace treaty with Turkey

Kossuth delivered several addresses in England, arguing for the
repeal of the “Holy Alliance” in Hungary Howewer, coincident with
the reprieve of Turkish sovereignty and restoration of western diplo-
macy at the conclusion of the Crimean War, promises made 1o the
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Daguarrotype of Lsjes Kossuth, taken in 1851 or 1852 in New York,
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The spirit of our age is Themocracy. All for the peopls
and all by the people. Nothing ebeut the people without the
people.  That I8 Demoeracy, and that is the reling tendency

of the spirit of our age.

}DMM M:}{_ ﬁﬂwﬂk- :

!
!

cemauih's defintion of democracy, givan in an address 10 the Ohio legislatue n
~olumbiss, Februgry 17, 1852

Kessuih resad moeney for ihe Hungarian Fund by salling American Bonds in sewveral
dianominations from 57 b £100. He signed aach cna,

A

Hungarian exiles were forgotten. While Kossuth’s populanty rose
again in public opinion, Austrian power in Hungary continued.

1858 Kossuth's new opporlunity (o serve the cause of the liberation of
Hungary came when the French emperor, Napoleon 111, and Cavour,
foreign minister of Victor Emmanuel T1, king of Piedmont (Italy),
concluded a secret treaty for the liberation of Traly from the rule of
Ausina.

5% May 5. Kossuth met the emperor of France in Paris. On May §,
Kaossuth held his first conference with his friends, and then attended
four public meetings. His purpose in going 1o France was 10 secure
British neutrality in case of military conflict between France and
Austria. Subsequently, an overwhelming vote of no-confidence by
the British electorate caused the pro-Austrian British government in
Parliament 1o collapse. The new government, headed by Lord
Palmerston, pledged strict adherence to neutrality in the coming war
between Austria and Italy. Having finished his mission in England,
Kossuih left for lialy on June 16,

July 11, In spite of several decisive victories by the Ialians, the
French emperor, fearing that democratic idealism soon might sweep
him from his throne, broke off hostilities with Austria. Parts of
occupied Ttaly were left under Austrian rule and the remainder 0
France. Hungary'’s independence was not part of the peace treaty.

Later in the vear, Kossuth entered into negotiations about a “Plan
of Danubian Confederation,” which was sponsared also by the Ttal-
ian foreign minister Cavour. According to Kossuth's plan, all peoples
of the Danube Basin would be liberated from the rule of the Habs-
burps and wnited, in the principle of equality, in a federative state.
However, through the indiscretion of a newspaperman confidant of
Kossuth, the plan gained premature publicity and, in the ensuing
chaos of public opinion, even some of Kossuth's loyal followers
turned against him.

1860: An Austrian “Imperial Diploma™ was issued as a result of the
Italian military successes. 11 was an attempl 1o placate Hungarians
by restoring the country’s “historical individuality.” It renounced the
system of centralization and absolutism, reinstated the institutions
existence before 1848, and created a ministry of conservative aristo-
crats, The new ministry, however, was loyal to Viennese interests.

This step was followed by the issuance of a “Patent,” which estab-
lished a central parliament for the entire Austrian empire. The Hun-
garians were represented by 85 members from among the total num-
ber of 343 members.

The Hungarian Diet of 1861, however, came under the inlluence
of a very strong Liberal opposition against which conservative aris-
tocrats were powerless. The Liberal opposition adopted the 1848
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legislation as iis platform, A more radical wing of the opposition re-
jected Franz Josel entirely as the ruler of Hungary —arguing that he
had ascended to the throne unconstitutionafly. A decisive role was
played by Frances Deak. minister of justice in 1848, who maintained
that there was only a personal union between Austria and Hungary.
Therefore, the government was required to reinstate the rights of the
Hungarian nation, which never had renounced the claim o its own
constitution. Emperor Franz Josef promptly dissolved the parliament.

1861-1865:  The civil war in the United Stales involved the participation
of many hundreds of Hungarians of the so-called “Kossuth emigra-
tion,” Their examples revived the spirits of the Hungarian emigré
soldiers living in Europe.

1865-1867: The Austro-Prussian war, culminated in Austria’s defeat at
Konigersitz (July 3, 1866). The Habshurgs suffered the loss of impor-
want territories and Austrias exclusion from the German federation
{ Bund). Upper ltaly was also liberated and was joined in a new, uni-
lied kingdom with the rest of Ttaly. These developments increased
pressure at home and abroad for a final arrangement of Ausiro-
Hungarian affairs.

186T: May 29, Afier long negoliations, & compromise Or compac (i
German. Awusgleich) was reached between Austria and Hungary.
The agreement was followed by the crowning of Franz Josef as King
of Hungary on June & The weakening of the Habsburg hegemony
was symbolized by the appointment of Count Julius Andedssy (who
once had been sentenced to death for his role in revolutionary
movements in 18481849, as Hungary's prime minister.

1872  Without his knowledge, Kossuth was elected in absentia 10 the
Hungarian parliament. Kossuth declined the honor, while Hungary
still had a king.

1882 In Turin, Ttaly, where Kossuth had lived since 1854, he began the
writing of his memoirs, Four volumes were published in Budapest
during Kossuth’s lifetime.

1887 For refusing to take an oath in support of & constitutional monar-
chy. Kossuth was stripped of his citizenship by the Hungarian parlia-
menl.

1894: March 20 Kossuth died in Tunn. His body was taken 1o Bu-
dapest for official burial by the capital city of Hungary. A period of
official mourning was observed in the country, despite government
warnings to the contrary. His son Francis (Ferencz) who returned 1o
Hungary, became the leader of the Independent Party, Tn the follow-
ing decades, many statucs of Kossuth were erected all over the coun-
try Lo perpetuate his memory. Also, American Hungarians who
faithfully eultivated the “Kossuth myth,” began 1o erect Kossuth
statues, the first in Cleveland, Ohia, in 1903,

Chronology of
Kossuth's American Tour




— Lajos Kossuths American Tour

December 4, 1851-July 14, 1852

1851: December 4. Kossuths ship, the steamer Humbold:, dropped
anchor in Staten Island harbor. Kossuth was greeted by Dr. Sidney
Doane, Commussioner of Health on Staten Island, in a warm and
formal address. Two days later, he was escorted by a deputation of
prominent New Yorkers, The entourage arrived on the steamer Van-
derhilt at the Batlery, where a procession was formed, and moved up
the Broadway into the city, Several public addresses were given by
Eoossuth,

December 1f, Corporaton Dinner. Kossuth expounded his the-
ory on “Intervention for Non-Intervention,” that the United States
should prevent Austma and Russia from ingervening in Hungary,

December 15, Press Banguet. Kossuth, a former nowspaperman
emphasized his views on the freedom of speech and the press,
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- . Presa with & sword
Kossuth at tha Press Dinnar i Niw Yok, Kossuth was ona of the firaf inberratonal K at the Military Banaguet in Maw York, He was il i -

L . " Picsoral Drawing owned by Gearge Washinglan, Bustration frem “Gleason's Plotoral Drawing Room
poitical fiqures who alsa was a journalist, Wustration fram °Gleasor s Companian,”
Aoem Companian.”
. it During Kossuth's stay in New York. some delegations visited him
December 16, Address 10 the New Bim lor t hi :nf | i h'Eijlr Il lhu' thies f h'g tion's e
e 1% Address at Tammany Hall, “Here is a great glory it s Bl Al R 6 e ipaiecs ok B Sui kA il
¢rER L ¥ il ; hie top O & ECEMDEF L3, 5010 el Mew TOrk 1or thaceiphia, and spen
) loriows (o stand al the top ol -
for your country 10 “'ﬁ fh Ji‘;:if";r:u become yourselves the pillar the Christmas holidays there, He attended a Citizens' Banguet on
pyramid of humanity, aore g rests, For this, mankind looks the 26th, “I stood n Independence Hall, whence the spirit of free-

on which the welfare of human nalure

2 - dom lisps eternal words of history to the secret recesses of your
: 3 fidence. : <
1o your :uumE wn;‘!: hnf.:;ng ;::::ll Bk hearts. Man may be well silent, where from such a place history so
Decerrther 6. Plym 2 fork, “But may God speaks,”

LhTA Bﬂf g[ N:'w .‘II'_'IFL.. W -J II 4 i

December 13, ."_!"ddrﬁg;cd ;E?nan qature, for there is a powerful December 26.  Kossuth traveled to Baltimore, “Woe 1o the peo-

s h]:s.-.emﬂ. there s hope mﬂ-m virgin soil of America, ready 1o pro- ple whose citizens care only for their own present, and not for the

free, mighty people berc ”? heaven against the execrated pirates and future of their country. The [uture, in which they have 1o live immor.

tect the laws of man and o tally by children and children's children, with whose glory and happi-

e d 4 arganization, “Ladies of New York.” ness they ought now to sympathize. Men or nations secluded are like

Doghmher 4% ﬁfd i Fﬁﬁ:Runﬁ after the battle of Cannac, which the silk-worm which secrets itself in a self-woven case, and at length

Yo know that in 4_1:4.‘::11:[: 'SI:I'.I;‘E called on the people sponta- creeps out to die. 5o will it at length be with the nation which is
was won By H O wealih on the altar of their fatherland wrapped up in itself.” L

nuﬂUﬂ!!' by AR ) inent was brought forth, but still the tribunc December 3. Kossuth arrived in Washington, DC,
Every jewel, every .;.:—na ass 4 law prohibiting the ladies of Rome 1o 1852: Janwary 3. Kossuth was entertained at dinner by President Fill-
indged “:Jc;:umrgmlur En punce of gold, or particolored splendid i - :
wear more that d no such law, The women of Hun- Jarugry 5, Reception in the United States Senate, Kossuth ad-

dress. Now, in Hungary we wanie

2 dressed the members of the Senate
gary brought all that they had.
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i ing for Kossuih's
of Sigin, was matrumenital m BITANG . =
r.!ilsr:u was ona ol Kossulh's ardant Amancan supparters durng

- o achdress
iig Arrerican tour, The former Sanatar Wabster was asked ul:r.- L:;Emhl e .
Wosauth at the Legislative Banguel. Thae llustration is tom the g oEL

Ammarikdhan, 1857-T852, by Joesaf Balassa

Dianiet Wik, a5 Secrala
gapartum fram Turkey. He @

ion i : p epresentatives. Kossuth
Junuary 7. Reception in the House of Rep

addressed the House.

Legislative Bangquel, “Happy is your great country. Sir, for being

<o warmly attached to that great principle nfr?:l:‘-gl'.l:‘:;:“;f::é 1;11::
is foundati : atsed a home for frocdt .
this foundation your {athers raise : fox o
m:: than the world has ever seen. H{il|;!1'l'_'|'LI5 '_.dr.n:: ﬁ:r;f:: I:E:::!Eﬁn‘uﬁ
it | + hlessing of the Laor L
that it was selected by the h'I:..-ﬁ!ng ) | g
practicability of a federative union of many sovereign states, all p

serving their state-rights and their seli-government, and yet united in
one, Every star beaming with its own lusire, but aliogether one con-
stellation on mankinds canopy.”

doreeary £ In Washingion, DC on the anniversary of the Battle of
Mew Orleans. “The memory of the day of New Orleans must of
eourse recall to your mind the wrongs against which you so glori-
pusly fought, Oh; let me entreat you, bury the hatred of past ages in
the grave where all the crimes of the past life lie and dre mouldering
with the ashes of those who sinned, snd take the glonous opportu-
nity o benefit the great cause of humanity.”

January 12, Kossuth treveled to Annapolis. Marvland, and, on
the 13th, addressed the naval academy. “There is hope for us be-
caise thers i= a God in heaven, and an America on carth. May be
that our nameless woes were necessary that the gloriows destiny of
America may be fulfilled, thal alter it had been an asylum [or the
oppressed, it should become, by regenerating Europe, the pillar of
markinds hberty.”

Janeary 14-17 Harrisburg and Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania, 1
hope 1o God, that the people of this glordous land are and ever will
be fervently attached to this their free, great and happy home. |
hope to God that whatever tongue they speak, they are and will ever
he American. And so they must be if they will be free, if they desire
for their adopted home greatness and perpetuity.” (Addressing the
Legistature at Harmisburg, Pennsylvania, on the 14th. )

January 21, Blairsville, Pennsylvania.

Janpary 22-31.  Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. “Cine thing 1 am sure
of, and that is. that Bussia trivmphant in Europe, can and will attack
you. in your most vital interests, and can hurt you mortally, without
even resorting o war” (Pitlsburgh Festival, January 26th.)

Ffanyary 3, Salem and Ravenna, Ohio.

January 31-February 4. Cleveland, Ohio, “Sir of 1 am not mis-
taken, il is now the one hundred and Gfty-sixth time, since 1 entered
Amerca, | am sure thal it is the thirtyv-fourth time since 1 left Wash-
imgton on the 12th of Janwary that 1 have had the honor (o address
an Amencan audience in that language which 1 learned from Shake-
speare while confined in an Ausinan prison for having dared (o
claim the right of a free press which now, like the hundred-handed
Briarcus of old, pours my words by thousands of channgls into the
hearts of millions of free men who comprise in their national copac-
iy & mighty republic, destined 1o enforce the Law of Natwons, upon
which rests the deliversnoe of the world from an all-overwhelming
despotizm.” (February 3.

Februgry 7. Columbus, Ohio. “ Almost every century has had
one predominant idea which imparted a commaon direction 1o the ac-
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ivi tions. This predominant idea is the spirit of the age, invisi-
Er;[{ft[;iniprescnl,I:mpr:gnatrh_:, ullvpcn-udl_ng, seorned, uiu;lsl;d.
np[_-..:-.;.:d yet omnipotent. The spirt of our age 15 Demn:m]n:jlr'. '111.;:;{
the people and all by the people. Nothing about the p-mr.: e '|II||1 hot
the people. That is democriacy, and that 15 the ruling tendency o
spirit of our age.” { Address to the Lg,gmlature.: - o

Fehruary 9-26.  Cimcinnati, Ohio. En route to C:nur!nnll..t;;_a i
dresses in Xenin, Springhield, Dayion, and Hamui_lcm. Ellhu:-.d [:|-IL
have studied the history of your immortal Washington, an .w:;

from my carly vouth, considered his P““‘f}ph""' s 0 living s:::ur::l 0
instructjon to statesmen and 1o patnots, {Washington's Birthday,
F:P:.:Etiii quy have & master even if it has no king. A n_nliL_m may
he called a republic, and yet be nol frec. Wherever n:n?nlmluaimn r.:
ists. there the nation has either sold or Ielnl_. either alu::;m.ec_l ur;;i_e -
gated its sovercignty. And whenever this is done, the ndh-l:.lnn s 3
master, and he who has & master, is, of COUrse. IIIDI: his own masleri. h‘

February 1§-26.  Cincinnati, Ohio. Adm_rssmr_m quf Kossuth and his

four assopciates, Count Gergely Bethlen, Pal Hn;ruk, Péter A.][':;.g}t-_

and Dr. Gyula Utasy {Strasser} 1o membership in Lodge No. 133 o
Masons.

lrc;:snsi:;lc T}T‘Sﬁ& associates were admitied to the degree of master
by the Masonic Lodge on three consecutive days, which was anKun-
usually short time for approval and initiation. On February 26, K-
guth was elected honorary rg;rphs:r of the Lodge.

ry 2 Madison, Ohio. _ .
i‘:ﬁiﬁﬂa 27_March 2. Indianapolis, Indiana, and Madison, gnm_
March 3-7. Louisville, Kentucky. "_1 believe the {mg]u— _m{:n

race must have a high destiny in the hlnsm{y of munk?nd.;t 15]111 i
only race, the younger brother of which is free, while l:dcl Ethﬂl-

hrother has also some freedom. You, gcnll:r_nen. acknowl 'Lel a{
{rom the mother country you obiained certain of your pr[IH‘Jp e (¥

liberty, frec thought and speech, o free press, eic., and an:l:zr:-

gentlemen. the English people are proud nlui their liberLy. E‘nU : 3

pronounce against the league of despots, if the republican u]n:;ii:
States and constitutional England were in concord, whal co e

the consequence? ' Courthouse, Mi_m:?l 9.) |

wNeutrality, a5 a constant rule, is meﬂssﬂ:rlf: o a great .'|'HJWr.I'.

Cinly small countrics, s Switzerland and Belgium. r;anl exisl 'ﬂu:n

the basis of neutrality. Great powers may refmain neutral in a pal I!::

ular case, but they can not take n:utrahly_ﬁ:ur A constant F-n“-m]f :

and they chiefly can not remain neulm_t in respect Lo princp n:s'.i

Great powers can never play with impunity the part of no power a

all. Neutrality, when taken as a principle, means indifference to the
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Pattion for admission as a Mason in tha Cincinnati Locga,

condition of the world. Indifference of a greal power to the condi-
tion of the world is a chance given 1o foreign powers o regulate the
interests of that indifferent [oreign power.™ (Court House, Barch 9}

Muareh 8=f6 5t Lowis, Missouri. “When the struggle is about the
principles, indifference is suicide. Nay, indifference is impossible, for
indifference about the Ffate of that principle upon which vour na-
tional existence and all your future rests, is passive submission to the
opposite principle, it is almost equivalent 1o an alliance with the
despots. He, who is not for freedom. is against freedom. There is no
third choice!"{Public meeting, March 6.)

“l consider religion to be a matter of conscience which every man
has to arrange between himsell and God, And therefore | respect
the religions conviction of every man. I claim religious liberty for
mysell and my nation, and muest. of course, respect in others the
right I claim for myself, There is nothing in the world capable to

rouse i greater indignation in my breast than religious oppression.”
{Public mesting, March 6.}
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March 16, Kossuth sailed for New Orleans. En route he visited
Jackson, Mississippi, and met Governor Foote, on April 1st.

“One anxiely has weighed upon my breast ever since | have been
in the United States, and that is, lest T lose the opportunity (o say o
you, with a warm grasp of the hand. and in 2 few but heart-felt
words, how thankful 1 feel for the important part you have been
pleased to take in my liberation from captivity. | hope to God, you
will never have reason 1o regret what you have done for me. Allow
me 1o state that there was something Providential m the fact and 1
the time of intercession in my behalf.”

March 26-31,  MNew Orleans, Louisiana.

April 3, Mobile, Alabama, “Like a pestilential disease, the viola-
tion of the principle of self-government will spread over all the carth
until it is destroved everywhere in order that despots may sleep in sc-
curity, for they know that this principle is the strongest stronghold of
[rm:-;ium, and therefore it is hated by all despots and ambitious men,
and by those who have sold their soul 1o despotism and ambition.”

April 5. Monigomery, Alabama.

April 7-9.  La Grange, Atlanta, Augusta, Georgia, and Charles-
ton, South Carolina.

April 10, Wilmington, North Carolina.

April 13, Alexandria, Virginia, Kossuth visited Mount Yernon, as
g slave al Washington's grave,” and called the attention of Prr&h}'t;:-
rian clergymen to take better care of the grave of the greal man. To
serve this purpose, the “Mount Vernon Ladics Association” wis
formed.

Aprif 21, Jersey City, New Jersey. En route visited Trenton. “When
1 was in private life, | despised 1o become rich. and sacrificed thou-
sands 1o the public, and often saw my own family embarrassed by do-
mestic cares. | refused indemnifications, and lived poor. When raised
1o the highest place in my country, and provided with an allowance
four times as greal as your presidents, 1 still lived in my ol maokdest
wav. 1 had millions at my disposal, yet | went into exile penniless.” (AL
the Preshyterian Church, defending himsell against atiackers.)

April 24, Kossuth left for New England

April 26, Springheld, Massachusetts. En route he gave shor .ml-
dresses at Palmer, North Brookfield, Worcester, Westhoro, Framing-
ham, Natick, Brookline, and Roxbury, all in Massachusetts.

April 25, Worcester, Massachusetts. “Perhaps, I could say, poor
Hungary has well served Christianity, has well served the cause of
humanity, but indeed we are not so happy 1o have Ha:rw._-d YOLIT Coun-
try in particular. But you are gencrous enough o permil our unmer-
ited misfortunes to recommend us to your affections in place of
good service, It is beautiful to repay i received benefit, but o be
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stow a henefit 1s divine, [t is your good [fortune o be able 1o do pood

to humanity, let it be your glory that you are willing to do that.”

April 27-31,  Boston, Massachusetts. “Being charged from one
side with being in the hands of the abolitionists, and from the other
side with being in the hands of slave holders, 1 should indeed be af 4
loss what course to take, if these very contradictory charges were not
giving me the satisfaction to feel that 1 stand just where it is my duty

to stand, on a truly American ground.” {Faneuil Hall, Apnl 29.)

“Itis a long penod, one thowsand vears, and, o, how it has teemed
with adversitics 1o my countrymen! And yet, through this long time.
amid all adversities there was no period when the people of Hungary

did no resist despotism.” ( Legislative Banguet, April 30.)

“In respect 1o Hungarian aristocracy, you must nol consider it in
the same light as the aristocracy of England. The word moblemarr in
Hungary was anginally equivalent 1o soldier. Every man who de-
fended his country was a nobleman. I bebeve the duty of defending
man’s country and alse political right should be common.” [Legisla-

tive Banguet, April 30L)
May 3. Bunker Hill,
May 4. Cambridge, Massachusetls.
May 5. Lowell, Lynn, Salem, Danvers, Massachusetts,

“Russian diplomacy could never boast of a greater and more fatal
victory than it had right to hoast, would it succeed to persuade the

*Kossuth an Hig Way to Boston,” oll pamting by Sandor Bodo (Mashville, Tennessas),
18E0,



“There are moments in the national life of a people when to adopt a
certain course becomes & natural necessity, and in such moments the
people always get instinctively conscious of the necessity and answer
il by adopting a direction spontaneously. That direction is decisive
It must be followed and is followed. Pre-eminent patriots, joining in
the people’s instinct, may become either the interpreters or the ex-
coutors of it . . . Those who would endeavor 1o measure greal things
by & small individual scale, would always fall short in their calcula-
tions and be left behind.” { Albany, New York, May 20.)

Muay 22, Buffalo, New York, visit to Niagara Falls.

June 4. Syracuse, New York. “As the destination of laws in a
well-regulated community is 1o uphold right, justice and security of
every individual, rich or poor, powerful or weak, and to protect his
life against violence, and his property against the cncroachments of
fraud and crime, so the destination of the laws of nations is (o secure
the independence even of the smallest states, from the encroach-
ment of the most powerful ones. Force will prevail instead of right as
long as all independent nations do not unite for the maintenance of
those laws upon which the security of all nations rest,”

June ¥, Utica, New York. Left for New York City, visiling e¢n
route Schenectady and Troy, New York,

June 2§,  Lectured in Broadway Tabernacle.

June 23, Last American address to German-Americans in New
York Citv.

July 14.  On the steamer Ewropa, Kossuth returned to England.

*Govermior Kossuth, Walcome fo Mazsachuselts. ™ by an urnderiifed artisi. Risiration
from “Gleason's Pictoral Orasing Aoom Companian,” May 16, 1852.

United States not 1o care about her—Russia, accomplishing her aim to
become the ruling power in Europe, the ruling power in Asia, the rul-
ing power in the Mediterrancan Sea.” {Salern, Massachusetts, May 6.)

Mav 8. Boston and Roxbury, Massachusetts,

May 11, West Cambridge, Lexington, Concord, Massachusetts
=The principle of evil on the continent is the despotic and encroach-
ing spirit of the Russian power. There 15 the pillar which supports
every one who wishes to establish his ambitious sway on the suffer-
ings of nations, rasing himsell on the ruins of their liberty . . ." (Lex-
ington, Massachusetts. )

“Keep off the icy blast which blows from the Russian snow, and 1'{'?;.
the tree of freedom will grow up in the garden of Europe.” (Con- LT |
cord, Massachusetts, May 11.) i'"*fj."

Muy 12, Plymouth, Massachusetts. | I:I. g

May 13 Falls River. Massachusetls,
May 14, Closing address in Boston. .
May 18 Albany, New York. En route Pittsfield, Massachuselts, Kossuth being grested by Maw Yorkers on hes vigit bo Amarica
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Many Americans memorialized Kossuth’s visit to the United States in
verse and prose. Among the notable American writers were Ralph
Waldo Emerson and James Russell Lowell.

Emerson’s Welcome to Kossuth

Omne of the highlights of Kossuth’s American visil occurred during his
visit at Concord, Massachusetts, on May 11, 1852, Cheenng crowds pre-
vented the continuation of the ceremonies. When the cheering subsided.
Hon. 1.5. Keyes introduced Ralph Waldo Emerson, who, on behalf of his
townsmen, addressed Kossuth.

fir: The futigue of your many public visits, in such unbroken succession as may compare
with the toils of a campalgn, forbid us 1o detnin you long. The people of this town shiare
with their conmrymen the admiration of valor and perseverance; they Bke thselr compain
ots, have been hungry to see the man whose extraondinary eloguence & seconded by ihe
splendor and the solidity of his sctions. But, ax it o the privilege of the poople of this 1own
i keep a hallowed mound which hos & place in the history of the country, we knew hefore-
hand thatl veu would nol g0 by us vou could Bl fake all your steps in the pilgrimage of
American liberty, until you had seen with yoar own eyes the rins of the il bridge where
a handhal af brave Tarmers opened vur revolution. Therefore, we sat and waited [or you,

A now, sir, we are baortily glad 1o see you at o in these fields We sei no more value
than vou dis on cheers and huareas, Bui we think that the graves of our heroes arounid us
thiab 1oday to a Feotstep that soanded ke ther owne

“The mighdy tread,
Brinps from the dust the sound of libery™

Sir. we have watched with attention vour progress through the land, and the varying fesl-
ing, with which you lsive besn received, and 1he ynvarying tone and countennnce you have
maintained. We wish io discriminnte in our regard. We wish to Teserve ouf honor fipr ac-
tais of the mohlest strakn, We please ourselves thot in you we meet with one whose lemper
was Jong skce tried in Fire, and made equal o all events; man so truly in love with a glos.
s fortune. that b can not e divered foany les.

1t is oar republican docirine, 100, that the wide variety of opinions i an sdvantage. 1 be-
lieve 1 may say, of the people of this country a1 lange, that sympathy is more worth, because
it stangds the test of party. 1t @ nod o blind wave; it is a living soul, contending with living
gl It & i every exprossion antagonized. No opinion will pass. Tl must stand he g of
war, As vou see. thi [ove you win is worth something, for it his been argued throogh; (s
foundation searched: it bas proved sound and whole, it may be avowed; It will Inss; ond i
will dranw all opinton 10 fself.

Wi have seen with great plessure that thete s nathing accidental in your attitude. We
have seen thal voo ore organically in that cause you plead. The man of freedom, ¥ou ars
als i mian oF [ate, You do oot elect, hat vau are clecied by God asd your genies Lo oyour
insk, We do not, therelone, alfiect to thiank yow We anly ke in vou the angel of freedom,
croseing sea and lapd: crossing panies, natsoanlities, private intesests, and selfoesteems: di-
widing populations, where you go, and drawing 1o your part only the good. We are aiftaid
¥l AT growing popilar, sin; you may ba calleg] b the dangers of prosperity. Bul lathesia
vira have had. in all countries and in sl parties, wmly e men of hearl, [ do nol knew bul
vol will hnve the millson yed. Then, may vour strength be equal to your day! But rememiber,
sim, Lhal evervihing greal asd exozlbznt in the world is in minaerities.

Far be it Tom us, sir, any tone of patronages we ought rather (o ask youss. We knovw the
aunstere condition of Hberty, that it must be re-conguered over and over agnin; yeu. doy by
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day, thal i1 is 8 state of war that (1 is always slipping from those wivis Boast i 10 those who
fight for it and you, the foremaost solibios i freedom, in. this age;—il is [or us Lk CTRVE Your
judgement; whao aze we, that we should diciale 10 you' Yo ave won your oan, Wi only
alfirm i This couniry of working-men prest you a worker, This republic greets in you o e
publican, We only say. “Well done, good and fhithful." You have earmed your cown nabikity
at home. We admit you s edmdiem, as they say sl olloge; we admit you bo the same dogres,
witlsrat niew trial; we suspend ald rules before so paramount o menil. You mey well 5t a doc-
boar iny the college af liberty, vou hove achieved your right to interpret our Washingeon. And
1 speak the sense, not only of every generous American, but the bw of mind, when 1 say
that i & ool those wha Tive idly in the city called afier bis name but those who, all sver the
warrlel, thiink and act ki Biny, who may claim o explain the sentiment of Washmgion,

Sir, whatever ohstrudion, from sclfishness, mdiffer=nce, or Do propemy—which alwiys
symathizes with prssesssl—you may encounlef, v congratulate vou that you hive leamed
how b gomvert cubamilies inlo powers, exile inlo & campaigs, present defent o lastng vie-
tary. For this sew crusade which yoa proach (o willing and unwilling cars in AumeTics is 3 seed
of armed men. You have got your story told i every palace, and log hut. and praiso camp,
ihroughout this continent. And, as e shores of Earope and America appreach every manth,
aiel theic politics will one day mingle, when the cnsis arrives. it will find s 3l instracied be-
forehand In the rights and wronps of Hungary, and parties alresdy 1o her freedom.

Kossulh

By Jasies RusseELl Lowers

The poet and man of letters, James Russell Lowell, (1819-1891), was
the son of Charles Lowell, the revered dean of Boston's clergy at the time
of Kossuth's visit. The clder Lowell was one of a select company of men
whose companionship Kossuth greatly cherished while staying in New
England. Lowell’s poem subsequently was translated into Hongarian by
the distinguished Magvar poet and translator Antal Rado.

A race of nobles moy die oar,

A rayal line may leave oo hear
Wiae rualure suts no panrd aheut
Her pewier plote and wiosdon wire

Bait they [sil no, the kinglier breed,
Wha starry dindem a1tam:

To dungeon, axe and stake succeed
Heirs of the old henobe SLrakn.

The zeal of noturs never cools,

Mor m she thwaried of her ends

When gnppr:d and dulled hear
elseapser Lo,

She a saint and prophet spends

Land of the Magyars! though 7t be
The tyrani may relink hes chain,
Adready thine the vieiory,

Ak jusl Tubire measinas gain,

Thou hast succeeded, thaw hast won
The deathly iravail's implesi warth,
A patinn’s duty thow hast dos,
Giiving o hero o cur earihe

Al he, let come whal will of woe,

Hath saved the land he stnove bo savi:

Mo Cosmack hordes, nio fraitore” blomw

Can quench the voice shall kaunt lils grove

=] Kossuth am! O Fuluse, teoo

Thal clears the just and blorst the vile,
¥ 'er this small dust m reversnce how,
Remcmbering what 1 was enewhile.

*] was the chosen trump wherethrough

Dt Cioul sent forth awakening breath;

Came chaim’? Came denth™ The sirain
He blew

Spunds om, oitliving chains and death!™



The Acceptance of the
Bust of Lajos Kossuth
and a Biographical Sketch of
Sculptor Csaba Kur




Acceptance of the Bust of Lajos Kossuth

In 1985, Csaba A. Kir was commissioned by the Hungarian Citizens’
Lengue of Cleveland, Ohio, to restore the statue of Lajos Kossuth, which
giood in the Unversity Circle of Cleveland, The 12-food-iall statue was
made in Hungary in 1903 in honor of the centennial of Kossuth's birth,
To accomplish the restoration, Mr. Kiir conducted extensive studies of
Kossuth's facial features as well as his personal history, particularly of the
fascinating events of his journey in the United States in 1851-1852,

Upon completion of the restored statue, Mr, Kir presented a portrait
of Kossuth to Ohio Governor Richard Celeste, and he then began (o pre-
pare & bust of the Hungarian statesman. He asked a local resident of
Warren, Ohio, Phil Arbie, to model for the bust. Mr. Arbie’s facial and
cranial characteristics are very similar 1o Kossuth's,

Al this stage. Mr, Kir's work gained substantial support from the
Right Reverend Tibor Dématdr, the Bishop of the Free Hungarian Re-
formed Church in Akron, Ohio and the national president of the Ameri-
can Hungaran Federation. Aided by a grant of $6,000 from these organi-
gations, the artist completed the bronze bust of Kossuth in the spring of
150546,

Unsuecessiul efforts were undertaken (o place the bust permanently
on public display, first at the Ohio State House, in Columbus, then at the
White House in Washington, DC. Dr. . Michael Szaz, national director
and congressional lisison officer of the American Hungarian Federation,
suggested that the bust should be offered as a gift to the United States
Congress with the intent that it be permanently placed in the Capitol in
Washington, DC, The Kossuth bust formally was offered for placement
in the Capitol.

Hungaran-born Congressman Tom Lantos of California, with the help
of his wife, Annette, enthusiastically took the lead in arranging for the
placement of the bust in the Capitol and arranging the ceremony in the
Capitol Rotunda to unveil it. At the request of Congressman Lanlos,
Senator Claibome Pell of Rhode Island, then the Chairman of the Joint
Committee on the Library, won the approval of the other members of the
Committee 1o aceept the bust for permanent placement in the Capitol.

The ceremony for the formal presentation of the bust and its accep-
tance was set for March 15, the Hungarian national holiday. Congress-
Statwn of Lajos Kossuth in Clevelend, Chio, réstoned by sculptor Caaba Kie man Lantos introduced House Concurrent Resolution 251, cosponsored
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Kpma il was known ko bl nat, plered with crane feathers. This Amencan engreving
was reproduced in @ Hungaran pubication

by Congressman William 5. Broomfield of Michigan. and Senator Pell in-
troduced companion legislation in the Senatc. Congressman Lantos' res-
olution, which was adopted by the House of Representatives on Febru-
ary 27, 1990 and by the Senate on March 1, 19940, permitted the use of the
Rotunda of the Capitol for a ceremony to mark the acceplance of the
Kossuth bust and for temporary display in the Rotunda belore placing 1
in its permanent location in the Capitol.

FRH

Biographical Sketch of Csaba A. Kar

Csaba A, Kidr was born in Hungary in 1926, He received his elemen-
tary and high school education there, and began alsa his first studies in
art and art history,

Fleeing from his homeland, which was under Soviet occupation [orces
in 1943, he sought refuge in Germany with his parents. His father, Gézn
Kir, was a Reformed {Calvinist) minister,

In Augshurg, Germany, he received further training to become & profes-
sional artist, painting portraits in oil as well as sculpting. He was the
youngest foreign-horn artist to be accepted for membership in the “Schutz-
Verband Bildender Kiinstler,” an organization of creative artists m Augs-
burg, Bavaria. Later he worked in the studio of Joséph Z. Kiss, a Hungar-
irn-born portrait painter known in Europe, particularly in England. Mr.
Kur created prints with water colors. and portraits in oil which were doma-
mated by an individually developed, expressionistic style, Soon, however.
e wits recognized for his work @s a sculptor, working mostly in bronze
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In 1951 when Mr. Kiar immigrated to the United States, he also devel-
oped his figurative art in religious subjects. His one-man shows in the
United States began in 19460, at Thiel College. in Greenville, Pennsylvania.
He also showed at Hiram College (Hiram, Chio, 1962), at the Butler Insti-
tute of American Art (Youngstown, Ohio), at Kent State Extension Col-
lepe (Warren, Ohio, 1966), and at the Butler Institute of American Art
( Youngstown, Ohio, 1975). He participated in several group shows, such as
the exhibits of the Creative Artists’ Association (Packard Music Hall, War-
ren, Ohio, 1967), the World Federation of Hungarian Artists (the United
Mations Building, the City of New York, 1967), and the United States
Olympic Art Exhibit (Munich, Germany, 1972),

Among the many local and international awards won by Mr. Kir are the
award for artistic excellence by the “Steel Valley Art Teacher Association™
(1972), and the first prize (gold medal) which he won at the annual “Inter-
national Exhibition of Hungarian Artists” organized by the *Arpid
Academy” (Cleveland, Ohio, 1983).

Motable works by Mr. Kiir on display in public places include a bust of
WD, Packard in the Packard Music Hall {Warren, Ohio, 1969), a statue of
Hungarian composer Béla Bartdk in the permanent collection of the John
F. Kennedy Center of the Performing Ars (Washington, DC, 1974); the
bust of Joseph Butler 111, at the Butler Institute of Amernican Art ( Youngs-
town, Ohia, 1981); the War Memonal (Youngstown, Ohio, [981); the
Memorial of the 1920 Peace Treaty of Trianon, France (Akron, Ohio,
1981); the Hungarian Freedom Fighter Memorial (Detroit, Michigan,
1984); and the Memaorial of the Hungarian Revolution of 1956 {Passaic,
MNew Jerscy, 1967).

As a portrail artist, he was commissioned 1o create portraits or bust re-
liefs of “Reformers of the Presbyterian Church” (Champion, Ohio, 1981 )
of Rabbi Berkovitz (Youngstown, Ohio, 1981); of Congressman Lyle
Williams {Younstown, Ohio, 1981); of heroes and maryrs of Hungarian
Christian churches persecuted by the Communist regimes in post-World
War IT Hungary: Reformed (Calvinist) Bishop Liszio Ravasz, Evangelical
{Lutheran) Bishop Lajos Ordass, and Roman Catholic Cardinal Joesel
Mindszenty (all at Akron, Ohio, 1982). He also painted the first Hungarian
who set foot on American soil and died al Newfoundland in 1583, Steven
Parmenius of Buda {Akron, Ohio, 1983}, and he made a bas relief in
bronze of the firt Hungatian Auxiliary Bishop for Hungarians in exile, Dr.
Lsiszld Irdnyi { Youngstown, Ohio, 1988).

Al various times, Csaba A, Kur has tanght sculpture classes at the
Youngstown State University. In 1979, he opened “The Kir Gallery and
Workshop of Fine Art” at Warren. Ohio, where he teaches and gives
demonsirations.
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Exhibition Honoring
Lajos Kossuth
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Covar o sheet music compaosad in hanor of Kossulls uisit 1o Amanca.

Greeting for Intersm Presidant Mityas Szims al tha Kessuth Exhibition in the Senate
Aussall Bullding rotunda.
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Kossuth Commemorative Exhibition
Rotunda, Russell Senate Office Building, March 15, 1990

As a prelude 1o the ceremony in the Capitol Rotunda, scheduled tor
4:00 pm. on March 15, an exhibition celebrating the life and accomplish-
ments of Lajos Kossuth was displayed in the Russell Senate Office Build-
ing. The “Kossuth Commemorative Exhibit” was a joint project of the Li-
brary of Congress and the American Hungarian Federation and was
sponsored by Senator Claiborne Pell of Rhode Island and Congressman
Tom Lantos of California_ 1t was officially opened at 300 p.m. in the Ro-
tunda of the Russell Senate Office Building. The exhibition remained in
the Russell Rotunda for several days following the dedication ceremonses.

The documents and illustrations were selected largely [rom the sizable
Hungarian collections of the Library of Congress. The selection was én-
hanced by rare editions of Kossuth's early biographics and collections of
his public addresses and lectures held in the United States and England,
which were loaned by private collectors. The exhibition was prepared by
Dr. Elemer Bako, retired Hungarian and Finno-Ugrian Area Specialist
of the Library and honorary national president of the American Hungar-
ian Federation. Paul Takdcs, a Hungarian-born artist of Silver Spring,
Marvland, assisted in the arrangements for the exhibit.

The exhibition showed Kossuth as the leader of the Hungarian nation
in its struggle for freedom and independence in 1H48-184%, culminating
with Kossuths election es “Governing President”™ of a new, democratic
Hungary, Also displayed were portraits of American supporiers of Kos-
suth, including President Zachary Taylor, and a young politician [rom
Springfield, I, Abraham Lincoln, who, as a member of the local *Com-
mittes for Hungary,” supported Kossuth’s government,

The Focus of the exhibit, documented the main events of Kossuth's
memorable journey in the United States: his enthusiastic welcome in New
York City; his official receptions by the Congress, by President Millard
Fillmore, and Secretary of State Daniel Webster; and the historical tour of
New England where the leading imtellectuals of the age, headed by Ralph
Wialdo Emerson, greeted Kossuth as the apostle of world democracy.

Artist Sdndor Bodd, a Hungarian-born painter and sculptor of Mash-
ville, Tennessee, loaned two of his excellent oil puntings for the exhibit
“Kossuth on the Broadway in New York."” and, “Kossuth on His Way 1o



Boston.” Another Hungarian-bom artist. Mrs. Gabriella F. Varsa exhib-
ited her original design for a “First Day of Issuc” envelope which gained
world-wide distribution in connection with the issuance of the Kossuth
commemorative stamps by the United States Post Office in 1938 [issued
in the “Champions of Liberty™ senes]. Kossuth was the first European so
homored by the United States Governmenit.

A short ceremony was opened by Congressman Tom Lantos of Califor-
nia, who greeted Dr, Madtvis Sziiros, intenim president of the Republic of
Hungary, and D, Péter Virkonyi, Ambassador of Hungary. Dr. James H
Billington, Librarian of Congress, gave the formal opening address.,

ADDRESS BY JAMES H. BILLINGTON, LIRRARIAN OF CONGRESS

O, James H, Bilimgton addresaas the gathanng at the Kossuth exhibitan in the Russal|
Senate Offica Buslding. Standing next 1o Dr. Billinglon 5 Anneita Lanins.

De. BILLINGTON. President Sziirds. Congressman Lantos, distin-
guished guests, the Library of Congress is pleased and honored to make
portions of its collections of works by and about Lajos Kossuth available
for this exhibit. Dr, Elemer Bako, retired Hungarian specialist at the Li-
brary, drew on his expert knowledge of these collections to prepare the
exhibition that is a collsborative elfort of the Library and the American
Hungarian Federation.

The Library’s collections are particularly strong in the works of cham-
pions of liberty, such as Kossuth, We have 130 works by and about him.
as well as newspaper and journal articles and photographs. The Hungar-

T

ian collection—numberng 130000 items—in the Library of Congress is,
in all probability. the largest collection of knowledge about Hungary out-
side of Hungary itsell. Kossuth's Declararion af Independence and repub-
lican platform promulgated during the Hungarian uprising of 18451840
against Austria, showed strong American influence. That uprising, under
Kossuth's leadership, drew the attention and sympathy of the American
public and accounted for Kossuth's enthusiastic reception during his tour
of the United States in 1851-1852, Secretary of State Daniel Webster,
one of many prominent Americans to receive or honor Kossuth at that
time, remarked “my first prayer shall be that Hungary may become inde-
pendent of all foreign power, that her destinies may be entrusted 1o her
awn hand and her own discretion.”

The exhibil, which I now formally open, presents the Kossuth story
from its beginnings in 19th century Europe to the present day with em-
phasis on Kossuth in America, his pronouncements on liberty and on the
rights and position of a small nation among superpowers.

It is particularly ftting that Kossuth be recognized and honored at thes
time, when the fulfillment of his dream of a truly independent Hungiry
seems it hand.
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A Manch campasad In Kossuth's honor by Amesican composar Garl Bargmann. This

SNlzk music is in the coflection of the hdusic Dvision of the Library of Gongress

Organizations Contributing
to the Kossuth Bust
Presentation Ceremony




Musica Hunganca of Washington, DG,

Choirs Providing Music for the Kossuth Ceremony

Two outstanding choirs provided the music for the Kossuth ceremony
in the United States Capitol Rotunda:

The Béfa Barrdk Men's Cholr of Garfield, New Jersey. was founded in
1981 a1 the Hungarian Citizens” League Club House in Garfield, by
Simon Zolian and Rinkd Janos. 1t currently has thirly members and per
forms widely, including an annual performance on March 15th (the Hun-
garian national day) in St. Bartholomew Cathedral in New York City.
The choir’s music director and conductor is Thomas Siklds. At the Kos-
suth ceremony the choir performed the United States and Hungarian na-
tinnal anthems, the Transylvanian anthem, four patriotic songs about the
1848 freedom fight, and the Rakoczi March with Hungarian text,

Musica Hungarica of Washington, DC is sponsored by the Washing-
ton, DC. branch of the Hungarian Reformed Federation of America, 1t is
composed of dedicated, music-loving singers who perform on special, fes-
tive occasions. This mixed choir is directed by the Reverend Imre Berta-
lan. At the Kossuth ceremony the group sang some of the [amous, well-
known Kossuth songs such as Eljen @ magyar szabadsig (“Long Live the
Hungarian Freedom"”), Kossuth toborzd (“Kossuth's Recruiting Song”),
and Huszdr gyerek (*Huszar Boy™). Al the end of the program the whole
audience joined in with the cholr to sing the popular Kossuth folk song.
Kogsuth Lifos azefizente . . (*Kossuth’s message . . )

Reception in Statuary Hall

At the conclusion of the Kossuth ceremony the avdience joined the
distinguished guests al a reception in Statuary Hall, the elegant room
immediately adjacent to the Great Rotunda of the Capitol. Originally, it
served as the chamber of the House of Representatives from Cctober 6.
1807, until the House of Representatives moved to its present chamber
on December Lo, 1857, In 1864 the historie old House chamber was des-
ignaied “Statuary Hall,” 1o be wsed to display statues from ciich state of
the Union, with each permitted to place two statues in the Capitol.
Maony, but not all, of these statwes are now in Statuary Hall mself, but
some statues are located elsewhere throughout the Capitol building be-
cause the weight and space requirements for such a large number of
statues 1 oo greal for this single room, . During the 1976 Bicentennial
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celebration, Statuary Hall was restored to reflect the grandeur of the
chamber in 1822,

The reception following the Kossuth ceremony was sponsored by three
organizations:

The Hungarian Reformed Federation of America, Washington. DC,
the Reverend Imre Bertalan, President.

The William Penn Association, Pitshurgh, Pennsylvania, Elmer E.

Vargo, President. These organizations arc the two fraternal life insurance
associations of Hungarian origin in the United States with a history of
100 years of charitable service and voluntary work helping people of all
Ages,
The Congressional Human Rights Foundarion, David L. Phillips, Ex-
cculive Director. Established in 1985 by Congressmen Tom Lantos of
California and John Porter of liinois, the Foundation is a bi-partisan,
non-profit educational organization which actively addresses political,
ethnic, religious, racial, and other human rights violations around the
warld. The Foundation helps to educate Members of Congress, their
staff, and constituents ahout the eritical role of human rights in interna-
tional relations,

The Hungarian Human Rights Foundation

The visit to the United States of the Right Reverend Liszlo Tokés, the
distinguished ethnic Hungarian human rights leader from Romania, and
his participation in the Kossuth ceremony in the Capitol Rotunda was ar-
ranged by the Hungarian Human Rights Foundation (HHRF). The
HHRF is an independent non-profit, non-governmental organization
headquartered and incorporated in New York.

The Hungarian Human Rights Foundation, initially Commitiee for
Human Rights in Romania, was formed in 1976 o monitor the human
rights condition of the nearly four million Hungarians who live as minori-
lies in the countries surrounding Hungary, In accordance with its pur-
pose, HHRF regularly collects, translates, analyzes and disseminates reli-
able reports on the human nghts conditions of these Hungarian minonty
communitics. Their specific, though not exclusive focus 15 on the Hungar-
ians of Romania, Europe’s largest national minorily, who were @ particu-
lar target of persecution under the Ceauscyeu FEEime.

Kossuth House and the
Hungarian Reformed Federation of America

An oil painting of Kossuth by Aurel Raskd, which is the frontispiece of
this book, was displayed at the unveiling ceremony in the Capitol Ro-
tunda. It is part of & permancat exhibit of Kossuth memorabilia on display
al the Kossuth Hoose at 2000 Massachusetts Avenue MW, Washington,

Hik

DO The Kossuth House, which is open o the public during regular busi-
ness hours, is the national headguarters of the Hungarian Reformed Fed-
eration of America, which was onginally founded in 1896 in Trenton, New
Jersey. A large bronze plagque on the outside wall of the building depicts
Kossuth and the text ol his famous statement from his address to the Ohio
Giate Legislature in 1852: “All for the People, and all by the people. Nath-
ing about the people without the people. That is democracy.”

Most of the items displayed on the first floor of the Kossuth House re-
late to Kossuth’s voyage to the United States and his visit to various
American cities. Original lithographs depict his family, his generals, and
ather events of interest pertaimng to his life in exile.

In the President’s room on the first floor are two old Hungarian fags.
ane of which was donated in 1902 by the people of Budapest to the Hun-
garian immigrants in the United Stites. A beautiful ornamental tapestry,
hand-woven for the World Exhibit held in Mew York City in 1939, adorns
the hallway. Also on display on this foor is n copy of the Congressional
Charter of the Hungarian Reformed Federation of America, which was
signed in 1907 by President Theodore Roosevell. The second floor of the
Kossuth House is dedicated to the founding fathers of the Federation,
members of its board of directors, and the orphanage and home for the
elderly, hath in Ligonier, Pennsylvania.

The American Hungarian Federation Dinner

The American Hungarian Federation, & nation-wide umbrella organi-
sation of American Hungarian churches, fraternal and civic Organiza-
tions, held a private dinner the evening of the Kossuth ceremony. At that
event the group issued a declaration to coOmmEmMOTAle the dedication of
the Kossuth bust by the Congress of the United States on March 15,
1990, The declaration states,

We American Hungarians, believe that we shall forever 2ee this
great nation of the United States and the presently poor, much suf-
fered nation of Hunganans, the nation of our former Fatherland, to
stay in harmonious friendship and cooperation with each other and
with all other freedom-loving, democratic mations of the garth

And. that from this day on, that likeness of Louis Kossuth which
was accepted as the gift of our American Hungarian Federation for
the Statuary Hall of the United States Capital will forever symbolize
Louis Kossuth's great ideas as well as our firm beliet in them.

Congressman Don Ritter from Pennsylvania was the keynote speaker
gl that banguet,
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SPEECH BY LS. REFRESENTATIVE DON RITTER

Liadies and Gentlemen:

As the son of a father born in Hungary. it is a distinct pleasure for me
to address this gathering on Hungarian National Independence Day. es-
pecially as we celebrate the permanent placement of the bust of Govern-
ing President Louis Kossuth in the United States Capitol.

Indeed. there is an organic connection between Louis Kossuth and
March 15, L848—the July 4 of the Hungarian nation. Without the work of
Kossuth during the Metternich era which landed him in jail as @ young
journalist, and without the accomplishments of the Era of Eeform be-
fween 1825-48, there would have been no rising of the Hungarian youth
on March 15, no overthrow of the feudal, absolutist regime, and no es-
tablishment of Hungarizn democracy.

Dwuring his lifetime, Kossuth was one of the foremost revolotionary
democrats in Europe. Despite his commitment to the Hungarian nation,
he remained a European: a freedom fghter who sympathized with Ger-
mans, ltalians, and other nations n theirr vearnings [or freedom and de-
mocracy; & man who was respected and loved by Mazzini and the Ger-
man democrats as well.

Yet Kossuth loved his nation first, His oratory, his sincerity, his ideal-
ism and patriotism, caused the Hungarian nation to follow him first 1o
victory, then to the bitter end following the Crzarist intervention. The
contemporary song stated it well: “If Kossuth calls again, we all have 1o
go to replace those fallen.”

The Fight for Freedom between March 15, 1848, and August, 1849,
constituted one of the golden pages of Hungarian history. Incredible
heroism stopped the military might of the Habsburg Empire, and created
a democratic Hungary in which the nobility voluntarily surrendered their
privileges, the serfs were emancipated, and a government responsible 1o
a parliament was called into being.

Throughout their history, the fove of [reedom is a typical Hungarian
trait. Liberation campaigns were led by Prince Francis Rakocozy 11 be-
tween 1704 and 1711. And again, the blood of Hunganan youth was shed
profusely in the dark days of October and November, 1956, when the na-
tion rose a8 one against Soviet occupation and the Communist dictator-
ship. It 1s a wonderful irony that as | am speaking here, Soviet troops are
finallv withdrawing from Hungary. With free elections only 10 days away,
a new day of democracy is dawning in Hungary.

These are exciting davs in Hungary, despite the economic hardships. A
nation is being rebom. Out of the bonds of a 40-year-old tyranny, Hungary
is resuming its rightful plice in Europe, from which it was separated by So-
viet Communist fiat. As we welcome these developmenis, we must remerm-
ber the legacy of Kossuth to the people of Hungary, and to the world.

H2

What were the hasic tenets of Kossuth's philosophy? First, belief in the
freedom of the individual as the keystone of all democracy; and the faith
that the individual rather than the monarch or the state should be gov-
erning the realm. Without democracy, there ean be no guaranteed indi-
vidual freedom; without individual freedom, there can be no pational
unity. This brings us to Kossuth's second tenet: the national self-determi-
nation of peoples, In this, Kossuth pre-dated President Wilson by many
decades. He spoke out [or the national self-determination of all peoples:
and only because he believed in it could he espouse, without reservation,
the national sell-determination of the Hungarian people. He was no
chauvinist; he respected the freedom of all nations, and worked with the
lialian and German democrats to create Italian and German unily, seod-
ing emissaries to the German Parliament as it was writing the Gierman
Constitution a1 SC Pauls Cathedral, and to the leaders of the many ltal-
imn city states struggling to become one,

Tt is interesting 1o note that today, we are witnessing new efforis 1o re-
unite the divided people of the German nation, also kept from unity by
Soviet Communist fiat. History repeats itself.

Kossuth, both during his short-lived reign and in his exile, promoted
the cooperation of the peoples of Central and Southeastern Europe. He
knew the pressures put on the Hungarian people by the Austrian Habs-
burg power and the imperialist Russian power of Czar Alexander I1. He
knew that without cooperation between the peoples of the region, either
Teutonic or Russian imperialism would wrest control of their destinies
away from thom.

The geopolitical situation has changed only a little since then, But
events have placed an onerous burden on the Hungarian nation. As & re-
sult of the Tranon and Paris Peace Treaties, one-thind of all Hungarians
live in the neighboring stales as minorities, especially in Romania, which
harbors 2.5 million Hungarians, mostly in Transylvama. Without a just
resolution of the problems of these national minorities, the region will re-
main a hotbed of ethnic conflicts, an easy prey for outside powers o
dominate.

We in the United States are aware of the problems. We have de-
nounced the chauvinistic communist measures of the Ceausescu regime
for many years. Here | must praise your Federation and Dr 2. Michael
Szaz, the Chairman of the International Relations Committee, for the
fine work in Congress on the issue, We're glad that that repressive period
has come to an end. It is a particular pleasure 1o have here with us the
Reverend Laszlo Tokds from Temesvdar, whose eviction and arrest
sparked the revolution against Ceausescd in Romania by Hungarans,
Romanians, Germans and Serbs alike, He is a shining example of total
commitment to human snd religious rights—even amid persecution and
brutality, We hope that the new Romanian government will use his
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tremendous prestige and goodwill for a reconciliation between the two
peoples ruther than to give way to renewed nationalist passions which
are nod far from the surface

Finally, let us ask ourselves: what is Louis Kossuth's message for us
today? For Americans living in a bountiful land of frecdom and democ
racy. [or Hungarian-Americans who partake in this freedoem and prosper-
ity, yet hear the anguished erics of our former fellow countrymen for
freedom, justice, and economic progress.

I believe Kossuth's famous words that a world cannot live hall-free and
half-slave must be echoing in our ears. We must promote democracy.
freedom and justice in Hungary, and in all ¢countries of Central and
Southeast Europe, not only with words, but by technical and managerial
aid, investments, and—only where it can be effectively applicd—financial
BSSISLANCE.

We must remember that unless we find a just solution to the problem
of national minorities, we can pever cstablish a lasting peace in the re-
gion. Freedom and democracy mean tolerance and the respect for na-
tional self-determination. It is on these principles that we hope to estab-
lish a new world order in the wake of the decline of communism and
dictatorship. And it is to these principles that 1 am pledging my sup-
port—and 1o you and the Hungarian people everywhere.
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