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H. Res. 479 
 

In the House of Representatives, U.S., 
 

December 6, 2005 

Whereas on October 23, 1956, university students marching through the streets of Budapest 
were joined by workers and others until their numbers reached some 100,000 Hungarian 
citizens protesting against the communist government of Hungary and its domination by the 
Soviet Union, whereupon the Hungarian Security Police opened fire on the crowd and killed 
hundreds;  

Whereas the Hungarian government under Prime Minister Imre Nagy released political 
prisoners, including major church leaders, took steps to establish a multi-party democracy, 
called for the withdrawal of all Soviet troops from Hungary, announced Hungary's withdrawal 
from the Warsaw Pact, and requested United Nations assistance in establishing Hungarian 
neutrality;  

Whereas the Soviet Union launched a massive military counteroffensive against the revolt on 
November 4, 1956, sending tens of thousands of additional troops from the Soviet Union 
and launched air strikes, artillery bombardments and coordinated tank-infantry actions 
involving some 6,000 tanks which, remarkably, the outnumbered and under-equipped 
Hungarian Army and Hungarian workers resisted for several days;  

Whereas Prime Minister Imre Nagy was seized by Soviet security forces despite assurances 
of safe passage for him to leave the Yugoslav Embassy in Budapest where he sought 
asylum, and he was taken to Romania and was subsequently tried and executed;  

Whereas an estimated one thousand two hundred Hungarians were tried and executed by 
the post-1956 Hungarian government;  

Whereas an estimated 200,000 Hungarians fled their country in the aftermath of the Soviet 
suppression of the Hungarian uprising, and over 47,000 of these people eventually were able 
to settle in the United States, where they have contributed to the cultural diversity and the 
economic strength of this country;  

Whereas the uprising of the Hungarian people in 1956 dramatically confirmed the 
widespread contempt in which the Hungarians held the Soviet Union and the underlying 
weakness of the communist system imposed by Soviet authorities in Central and Eastern 
Europe, as well as the strength of popular support for democratic principles and the right of 
the Hungarian people to determine their own national destiny;  



 

Whereas on October 23, 1989, the Republic of Hungary proclaimed its independence, and in 
1990 the Hungarian Parliament officially designated October 23 as a Hungarian national 
holiday, indicating that the legacy of the 1956 Revolution continues to inspire Hungarians to 
this day;  

Whereas the people of Hungary are beginning a year-long celebration to mark the 50th 
anniversary of the Hungarian Revolution of 1956;  

Whereas on March 12, 1999, the Government of Hungary, reflecting the will of the 
Hungarian people, formally acceded to the North Atlantic Treaty and became a member of 
NATO and on May 1, 2004, Hungary became a full member of the European Union; and  

Whereas Hungary and the United States continue to expand their friendship and cooperation 
in all realms: Now, therefore, be it  

Resolved, That the House of Representatives— 
 

(1) commends the people of Hungary as they mark the 50th anniversary of the 
1956 Hungarian Revolution which set the stage for the ultimate collapse of 
communism in 1989 throughout Central and Eastern Europe, including 
Hungary, and two years later in the Soviet Union itself; 
(2) expresses condolences to the people of Hungary for those who lost their 
lives fighting for the cause of Hungarian freedom and independence in 1956, as 
well as for those individuals executed by the Soviet and Hungarian communist 
authorities in the five years following the Revolution, including Prime Minister 
Imre Nagy; 
(3) welcomes the changes that have taken place in Hungary since 1989, 
believing that Hungary's integration into NATO and the European Union, 
together with similar developments in the neighboring countries, will ensure 
peace, stability, and understanding among the great peoples of the Carpathian 
Basin; and 
(4) reaffirms the friendship and cooperative relations between the governments 
of Hungary and the United States and between the Hungarian and American 
people. 

Passed the House of Representatives December 6, 2005.  

Attest:  

Clerk. 
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In English: Bryan Dawson-Szilagyi, Vice President 
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About AHF:   
The American Hungarian Federation (AHF), a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, was founded in 1906 in 
Cleveland, Ohio. AHF's Motto, “Faithful Unto Death,” was taken from a letter written by former Hussar Officer 
Mihaly Kovats de Fabricy to Benjamin Franklin. Kovats, known as the Father of the US Cavalry, offered his 
sword in service to the United States and died in battle against the British in Charleston, S.C. in 1779.  Just as 
Kovats’ life and service are celebrated annually by Military Cadets at the Citadel, the motto reflects AHF 
virtues, and historically and inextricably ties Hungarians and Americans together while symbolizing 
Hungarians’ contributions and sacrifices to America’s beginnings. Among the oldest ethnic organizations in the 
US, AHF was established as an association of Hungarian societies, institutions and churches to “defend the 
interest of Americans of Hungarian origin in the United States.” 
 
All are encouraged to join. Tax-deductible donations are also welcome. Join and contribute through our website 
or mail. See www.americanhungarianfederation.org 
 
Az AMSZ-ről:  
Az Amerikai Magyar Szövetség (AMSZ) egy 501(c)(3) cikkelyű altruista szervezet. A Szövetséget 1906-ban 
alapították az ohiói Clevelandben. Az AMSZ jeligéje: „Híven a halálig”. Ez a jelige Fabricy Kováts Mihály 
huszárezeredesnek a Benjamin Franklinhoz írt leveléből származik. Kováts, akit az Amerikai Lovaskatonaság 
atyjaként ismernek, amerikai huszártiszt volt, és 1779-ben a dél-karolinai Charleston védelmében esett el a 
britek elleni csatában. Fabricy Kovátsról évente megemlékeznek a charlestoni Citadel Katonai Intézet 
hadapródjai. Az általa kovácsolt jelige az AMSZ erényeit is tükrözi, történelmileg megbonthatatlanul összeköti 
az amerikaiakat és a magyarokat, azt jelképezi, ahogyan a magyarok hozzájárultak Amerika történetéhez. Az 
1906-ban alapított Amerikai Magyar Szövetség az Egyesült Államok egyik legrégebbi etnikai szervezete. Az 
AMSZ a magyar egyesületek, intézmények és egyházak szövetségeként jött létre abból a célból, hogy „az USA-
ban védje a magyar származású amerikaiak érdekeit”. 
 


